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33p Coneress, 1st Session. 
gdmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Eveghart, Ewing, 
Pingler, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Hill, 
Houston, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, 
Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Lilly, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, | 
vayall, Middleswarth, John G, Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Yurray, Norton, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Shannon, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. | 
amith, Richard H. Stanton, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. | 
Taylor, Trout, Vail, Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel! Washburn, Wells, and Tappan Wentworth—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, | 
Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, 
Bridges, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, | 
Clark, Colquitt, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dun- | 
bam, Edmundson, John M. Eliott, Ellison, English, Flor- 
ence, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Hamilton, Wiley P. 


| 


r. Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsley, McDougall, 
MeMullin, Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, 


Reese, Thomas vteher Ruffin, Seward, Shaw, Shower, | 
Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, | 
Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, | 
John J. Taylor, Thurston, Tracey, Tweed, Upham, Van- | 
sant, Walker, and Daniel B. Wright—74. 


So the first four sections of the substitute were | 
stricken out. 


The question then recurring upon the substitute, | 


as amended, 

Mr. HAVEN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Campsert, and Jones of 
Louisiana, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
ieported—ayes 51, noes not counted. } 
So the substitute, as amended, was rejected, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that the || 


bill do lie upon the table. 


Mr. BENSON. Upon that motion I demand | 
the yeas and nays. | 


The question was taken ~ 9 Mr. Wasisurn’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 94, nays 51; as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Aiken, James C. Aillén, Willis Alten, 
Appleton, David J. Bailey, Ball, Belcher, Benson, Bridges, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, Cor- | 
win, Crocker, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Eddy, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, English, Ether- 
idge, Everhart, Flagler, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Har- 
lan, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hillyer, Howe, Hunt, 
Johnson, Knox, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, 
Mace, Macy, Mayall, Middieswarth, John G. Miller, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Nichols, Nurton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pratt, Prin- 
gle, Ready, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rus- 
sell, Sabin, Sage, Shannon, Shower, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, | 
Samuel A. Smith, Straub, John J. Taylor, John L. Tay- | 
lor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, | 
Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel | 
Wasbburn, Wells; and Tappan Wentworth—%4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Thomas H. Bayly, Bar- | 
ty, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, | 
Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Dowdell, Dusbar, 
Edmundson, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Hamilton, Wiley 
P. Harris, Hill, Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, McDou- 
gall, McMullin, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller,Millson, Olds, 
Orr, John Perkins, Powell, Puryear, Reese, Ruffin, Shaw, 
Singleton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. 
Stevens, David Stuart, and Daniel B. Wright—51. 


So the bill was ordered to lie upon the table. 


| 
Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I move that | 
the vote by which the bill was laid upon the table | 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider | 
do lie upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


BOOKS FOR NEW MEMBERS. 


Mr.CHANDLER. Some timesince there was 
referred to the Library Committee of this House a | 
resolution which had passed both Houses of Con- | 
gress, supplying books for new members, with a | 
view of determining the proper construction of that | 
resolution, as regards ee understanding of the | 
House. 1 am instructed by that committee to re- | 
port back that resolution, with a recommendation | 
that it be adopted by the House. AsI presume | 

¢ Committee of Ways and Means will desire to | 
provide the ways and means for executing the | 
original order in the civil and diplomatic bill now | 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| 


| 
| 


of the Union, I ask the consent of the House to | Then I can offer an amendment to the civil and | 


make the a now. 
The resolution was read by the Clerk, as fol-| 





Resolved, That, in adopting the joint resolution from the 


90 


|| Mr. CHANDLER. There must 
|| mistake in reference to this matter. 


it 


|| which I now proceed to give. 
| providing for the survey of the public lands in Utah || 
|| and New Mexico, the creation of surveyor gen- || 


‘MONDAY, JUNE 19, 1854. 


if 
Senate, authorizing the distribution of books among the 


hew members of the two Houses of Congress, the House 
of Representatives intended that when the publisher of any 
such books is unable to supply them, the Clerk of the House 
shall be at liberty to purchese them of any other person: 
and that when such works as have been distributed to mem 
| bers are not to be readily obtained, other books of a similar 


|| character may be supplied to them: Provided, That no more 
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shall be paid therefor than has been paid for the books for | 


|| which those shall be substituted: Provided also, That the 


new. edition of the Opinions of the Attorneys General of 
the United States, contained in four volumes, and having 
| an index, be substituted for the imperfect edition hereto 
, fore distributed, provided the eost thereof shall not exceed 
| fifteen dollars per copy: 4nd provided also, That no more 
than one copy of any one work shall be furnished tor any 


|| member. 
Harris, Hastings, Henn, Hillyer, Hughes, Johnson, Daniel || 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 


||. to object to the reception of that report? 
Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, || 


The SPEAKER. It is. 
| Mr. HENDRICKS. | object; and move that 
| the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 


Is it competent for me || 


| Whole House, with a view of taking up such | 


' cases upon the Private Calendar as are not ob- 
| jected to. 
Mr. HAMILTON, 


— 
he SPEAKER. It is not. 


1 ask if this is objection 


be some 


their books. 
| that no member shal 
| of the same book. TheSenate have so construed 
it as to give members one hundred and reg copies 
| apiece of some of those documents.. Nothing 


may be allowed to take other books, if he cannot 
| get the very ones the others had, and provided the 
| expense is not greater than what it has been. 


Before the question is taken on the motion to go 


|| into a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 


more is required than that the Clerk of the House | 


Mr. HAMILTON. That is ail objected to. | 
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think that it is due that we should consider them 
to-day; therefore, | insist on my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to close debate 
has precedence. In what time does the gentleman 
propose to close the debate on the Meade case? 

Mr. HAMILTON. In five minutes after its 
consideration shall be resumed. 

| Mr. CHANDLER. That will be doing great 
injustice to the cage. , 

The question was taken on Mr. Haanitron’s res- 
olution, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 demand 
| tellers on going into a Committee of the Whole 
| House on the Private Calendar. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Extiorr, ot 
Kentucky, and Campse.t, were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 70, noes 61. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
| Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Sxeiton in the chair,) and pro- 
| ceeded to consider the bills thereon. 
RICHARD W. MEADE. 
The CHAIRMAN, The first bill in order is 


This reso- | House bill (No. 58) ** for settling the claims of the 

'| lution does not propose to deprive members of | legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, de- 
It a so to construe the law || ceased. 

receive more than one copy | 


Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the bill be 
| laid aside to be reported to the House, with a ree- 
/ ommendation that it do not pags. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I believe, Mr. Chairman, 
that the motion made to the House was, that de- 
bate upon this bill should close in five minutes 
after the Committee of the Whole should have 
proceeded to the consideration of it. As no gen- 
tleman seems to be disposed to oceupy the floor 
for these five minutes I believe that 1 am placed in 
the predicament of making a motion that the com- 


| wate Calendar, I would move the usual resolution || mittee do now rise, or else that it pasa this bill 


| to close débate on the Meade case, which is now 

| in the way in Committee of the Whole House 

| of the consideration of all other private busi- 

cans 

| Mr. CHANDLER. Let my resolution becon- 

| sidered first. This, in my opinion, is no ordi- 
nary report. The matter was referred to us for 

| investigation. Unless the resolution be adopted, 

| the Clerk cannot go on with the business. 

| The SPEAKER. The resolution being ob- 

| jected to, the report is not in order, 

| Mr. CHANDLER. I move a suspension of 

| the rules. 

| TheSPEAKER. Thatcannot be done to-day. 

Mr. DISNEY. I hope that the motion to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 

, vate Calendar will be withdrawn for the reasons 


| eral, d&ec., have passed through the committee. 


lati t te th bjects | . 
bewy SEP the civ Oa eee || pass this bill over informally, and let other busi- 


| ought to be in the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
| tion bill. That they may be, it is necessary that 
these territoria! bills should be passed in advance 


| of the appropriation bill. It was my desire to— 


surveys to Kansas and Nebraska, so as to open 


| up these Territories at once to emigration; but in | 


the present position of the civil and diplomatic 


embrace in these bills provisions to extend the }, 


| appropriation bill, itis desirable and advisable that | 


| we should content ourselves with the present bills, 
and resort to the Senate for amendments, so.as to 


| Thus will beat once settled all questions connected 
| with these Territories. 
| Now, what I desire is this: Let the gentleman 


extend the surveys to Kansas and Nebraska. i 


| withdraw his motion that the House resolve itself | 


| into a Committee of the Whole House, so that | 
may be enabled to ask the House to take up those 
| territorial bills, and put them on their passage. 


| diplomatic appropriation bill making the necessary 
| appropriation. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Private bills have not 
been considered by the House for months, and 1! 





over informally, and let other business come up, 
as | am unfortunately here without the papers on 
the subject. My design was, after the debate 
which, the Chair will recollect, occurred some 
months ago, to hear such objections as gentlemen 
might have to the claim, and then to be prepared, 
| in my closing remarks, to respond to those objec- 
tions as wellas | could. I am now, by the mo- 
tion that has been carried, placed in the awkward 
position of being here without the papers relative 
| to this case. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuanpier} wil! yield te 
| me his five minutes, and if five or ten minutes more 
| be accorded me, | wish to make a few remarks in 
explanation of what I said on a former occasion; 
or rather in correction of some errors into which 


Territorial bills | a gentleman who replied to me had fallen in his 


| remarks. 

| Mr.CHANDLER. Thegentleman from Ten- 
nessee will see at once what an awkward position 
| | would be placed in. If the committee agree to 


| ness be taken up which can be acted on, 1 have 
no objection to complying with the gentleman’s 
request. 

Mr. JONES. There can be no objection to 
| passing over the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then I move that bill 
No. 58 be passed over informally, and that the 
committee proceed to other business. 

Mr. COBB. Why not have this bill considered 
'now? We have had it all the session, and it is 
time it were disposed of. 
| Mr. BRIDGES. I think it is time that this 
queition were passed on. We are as well pre- 
| pared to vote on it now as we ever shalibe. I 
| hope, therefore, the committee will not pass it 
| over informally. I think it ought to be voted on 
| at once. 

The question was put on Mr. Cuanpier’s mo- 
tion; and i was agreed to. 


SAMUEL COLT. 
The CHAIRMAN. The nextbill on the Cal- 


\ endar is House bill (No. 59) ‘‘for the relief of 


Samuel Colt.’’ 
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Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 understand that | 


there is some difficulty about this case of Meade. 
Members do not seem to understand what has 
been done with it. [ would be glad to know what 
has been the action of the committee upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been passed over 
informally. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, what does that mean? 
There has been no vote upon it, 

The CHAIRMAN. There has been a vote 
taken upoa it, and it has been passed over inform- 
ally. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The meaning of 
that action is, that the bill will retain its place on 
the Calendar, 

Mr. HOUSTON. There has been objection 
made, and L think the committee cannot pass it 
over informally, because the House had just made 
an order about it. 

Mr: SMITH, of Virginia. Certainly; I was 
not aware that any vote had been had upon the 
question of passing it over, 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill has been passed 
over, and bill (No. 59) “ for the relief of Samuel 
Colt” is now under consideration. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Com- 
missioner of Patents be authorized and directed 
to grant to Samuel Colt, his heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, from the 25th of 
February, 1857, for the term of seven years there- 
after, the full and exclusive right and privilege of 
making, constructing, using, and vending to others 


to be used, his improvement in fire-arms, a de- | 


scription and specification whereof are contained 
in the schedule annexed to letters patent issued to 
said Samuel Colt, on the 25th of February, 1836, 
and extended to the 25th of February, 1857, by 
the Commissioner of Patents: Provided, That the 


Government of the United States shall have at all | 
times full right to make and manufacture the said | 
fire-arms, according to said patent, in all of their | 


own armories, for military and naval purposes. 

Mr. PECK. 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is a debata- 
ble question, and a vote cannot be taken upon it, 
as long as any gentleman wishes to speak, until 
the House has ordered debate upon the bill to be 
closed. 

Mr. THURSTON. I call for the reading of 
the report which accompanies the bill. 

From the report, whith was read, it appears 
that Samuel Colt made his invention before the 


I move to strike out the enacting | 


year 1832; but from difficulties experienced in | 


reducing it to suecessful practice, and from pov- 


erty, he wasunable to procurea patent until 1836; | 


that he, in the same year, assigned his patent to 
the ** Patent Arms Manufacturing Company,”’ of 
which he became the manager; that Mr. Colt de- 
voted five years after the date of his patent to the 
object of establishing his repeating-arms, but that 
the company and he both failed, losing about 
$200,000, and many years of timeand labor. At 
this time the invention had fallen into such disuse 
that none of the arms were made in the country, 
and the whole thing was considered a failure. The 
Mexican war created a demand for the arms, and 
at once established them as the most valuable im- 
provement in fire-arms which up to that time had 
ever been made. 
assigned to the Patent Arms Company, and Mr. 
Colt was very largely in debt, resulting from his 
former efforts to bring his invention into use. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Colt applied to 
the court of chancery to settle the affairs of the 


The patent, however, had been | 





Patent Arms Company, and the result was, that in | 


1850 his patent was assigned to him by a receiver 


in chancery. At thesame time, the Commissioner | 
of Patents extended the patent, so that Mr. Colt, | 


in February, 1850, began to enjoy the privilege 
which the general act intended meritorious in- 
ventors to have, but which, for fourteen years, he 
had been deprived of by no fault of his own. 
Mr. Colt, before the expiration of his patent, 





increase and perfect his machinery. { 
means he has brought his arm to great perfection, | 
and at great cost. Mr. Colt is confident that an || 
extension of seven years will enable him so to || 
increase and perfect his manufactory, and so to 
subdivide and cheapen his processes, that at the 
end of that time he will be able to furnish the 
consumers the most perfect arm, which is capable 
of being made at so small a cost, that manufac- 
turers of spurious imitations will not find the 
profit sufficient to encourage the business. 

In order to protect himself from the destructive 
effects which would follow the introduction of 
these spurious arms into use in England, where 
he has no patent, and in Europe generally, Mr. 
Colt has established an armory in London, to 
which he has carried American machinery, and 
which is operated entirely by American mechanics, 
and where he is now engaged in the attempt to 
demonstrate the superiority of his arms over all 
imperfect imitations of them, in the hope that the 
European consumers will discourage the manu- 
facture of any except such as are perfect. In that 
undertaking, however, it is evident that he can 
make no money, but must control the market for 
the present by supplying the demand at the same 
price that inferior arms can be sold for, even at a 
loss. Already the English armory has exhausted 
all the surplus which had been accumulated in this 
country, and is, even now, a constant drain on 
the resources and energies of the inventor. 

The great object to be attained in the manufac- 
ture of fire-arms is perfect certainty under all cir- 
cumstances; compared with that, the price is of 
no consequence. The public would not be bene- 
fited if such arms as these, manufactured in an 
imperfect and inaccurate manner, could be fur- 


| nished gratuitously to every applicant; but the 


public will be greatly benefited by the supply of 
reliable, perfect, and effective weapons, at any 
cost. The experience of the past has demon- 
strated that Mr. Colt, above all others, has sup- 
plied the great desideratum; and the constantly 
diminishing price at which the arms are produced 
and sold proves that his anticipations are reason- 
able, and that he will be able to manufacture them 


| at such rates as to exclude all arms constructed 


on the same principle, of an inferior quality, from 
the market, to the great advantage of the pub- 
lic. 

The money which was lost during the first term 
of this patent, if applied to any ordinary business 
of manufacturing, would have given to Mr. Colt 
more than has ever been realized out of the entire 
proceeds of manufacture; and as all that has been 
realized has been invested in the manufacture itself, 
and must share its fate, the whole of the proceeds 
of the manufacture have been thus far invested, 
in this country and in Europe, in the machinery, 
tools, and property fitted exclusively to the pro- 
duction of fire-arms; and the perfection and ex- 
pense of this machinery are exhibited by the fact 
that the separate parts which compose the arms 
are thrown promiscuously into heaps, and are so | 
perfect, that, when assembled into a pistol, the 


| exactly fit each other, and any other part to whic 


they may be properly applied; so that in using 
these arms, new ones may be at once constructed 
out of the broken ones left on the field of battle 
without altering the shape or size of the parts. 
He has made his plans for the purpose of con- 


_ structing an armory at Hartford of such propor- 


commenced himself to manufacture his arms. | 
Their great success depends as much upon the 
manner in which they are constructed as upon | 


the peculiarity of their organization. So eompli- | 


cated a machine can only be made valuable by 
great accuracy and perfection in its manufacture; 
and that can only be done by perfect and expen- 
sive machinery. To procure that perfection has 
been Mr. Colt’s constanteffort; and as rapidly as 
profits arose from the sale, he reinvested them to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


i} 


| 


! 


tions and capacity as to enable him to manufacture | 


these arms in their greatest perfection; but he hes- | 


itates to involve himself in so heavy an expendi- 
ture, unless he can be protected from the compe- 
tition of inferior and worthlessarms; and he would 
scarcely be able to finish his armory before the 
expiration of his patent. For these reasons, it is 
important to him, and to the whole country, that 


| he should now receive the assurance of safety 


which the extension of this patent will afford him. 

But in addition to this, the great service which 
Mr. Colt has rendered this Government, and which 
the people have derived from the use of these arms, 
as is evidenced by the common approbation of all 
the officers in the Army and Navy,and among all 
classes of our citizens who have used them, or 
seen them used; the truly American spirit and en- 


terprise which Mr. Colt has exhibited in carrying | 


this branch of manufactures into the heart of the 


great armory of the world; the high marks of || 


consideration which the military governments and 
scientific bodies in Europe have shown him, en- 


| 
| 
| 
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By this title him, in the opinion of the committee, 


| would come up to-day, 


| been read. 


| loading lever. 





to this 
evidence of the approval of the Government. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, obtained the floor 
Mr. THURSTON. ‘Notexpecting tha: this case 

com! ‘y, I am not prepared tp 
go on with it. I hope it will be passed over jp. 
formally. 

Mr. JONES. I do not propose to make an 
argument on this case; but I desire, in order to 
have it fully and fairly before the committee 
that the Clerk shall read the decision of the Com. 
missioner of Patents on the last application of 
this patentee for extension. It will be found, jn 
my judgment, satisfactory and conclusive to the 
House that this patent, at least, ought not to be 
extended by special act of Congress. Mr. Colt 
I believe, has had two patents for fourteen years: 
first, for his revolving pistol, and then for improve. 
ment in some part of it. In addition, he has had 
an extension of one of these patents for sever 

ears. 

Mr. THURSTON. Thope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will not interpose objection to the post. 
ponement of the bill, as we are nay ready for its 
consideration at this time. The decision of the 
Commissioner of Patents to which he refers, jt 
seems to me, would be better understood if its 
reading were delayed until discussion began on the 
whole matter. 

Mr. JONES. The report of the committee has 
Now let the decision of the Commis. 
sioner of Patents be read, and go out with our 
proceedings, and I shall have no objection to pass. 
ing over the case for the present. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The gentleman from 
Rhode Island, who has reported the bill, desires 
the postponement of its consideration to another 


day. I hope that his request may be complied 
with, 
Mr. JONES. I have no objection to the post- 


ponement after the decision of the Commissioner 
of Patents has been read. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I would rather hear the 
decision read when we are called on to vote, 
Then it would receive more attention. 

Mr. JONES. I prefer its reading now. 

The Clerk then read the decision, which is as 
follows: 


Application of Samuel Oolt for an extension of Patent. 


In 1836 the applicant obtained a patent for rotary cham- 
ber for fire-arms. [n 1839 a second patent was granted for 
improvement thereon, the most important of which was the 
In 1850 the former of these patents was ex- 
tended for seven years; and he now asks a like extension 
for the latter. 

The statute requires the applicant in such cases to fur- 
nish a statement of his receipts and expenditures, ‘ suffi- 
ciently in detail to exhibit a true and faithful account of loss 
and profitin any manner aceruing to him from and by reason 
of said invention.”? This requirement has not been duly 
complied with in the present case ; but as the decision will 
turn upon another point, this defect will be no further con- 
sidered. 

The applicant avers ‘‘ that he never has in any way, 
directly or indirectly, derived any reward for his said inven- 
tion patented in 1839.” This statement certainly grows 
out of a mistaken basis of computation. 

The testimony shows that the applicant has manufactured 
upwards of one hundred thousand pistols, of various sizes. 
Taking into account the prices at which they lave been 
sold, the cost of manufacture, and the commissions allowed 
for selling, the net profit on these pistols will not fall far 
short of $1,000,000, 

This testimony stands wholly uncontradicted. No op- 
posing evidence was offered. Even the witnesses by whom 
these facts were proved, were not cross examined by the 
counsel for the applicant, although he was present at their 
examination. The fact, then, may be taken as conceded 
and indisputable. / 

Now, the expenses of the applicant, together with his 
losses, and the value of his time and services, are estimated 
by him at $60,000, which certainly leaves a very handsome 
balance in his favor, But hetakes the ground that all these 
profits are due to his first patent, and none to the second. 

Therein consists the mistake. All the pistols testified t 


| sa above stated, were constructed with the improvements 


embraced in the second patent. Are these improvements 
of no value? If so, there is no ground for an extension. 
But if they are valuable, they certainly augmented the value 
of the pistols to which they were attached. — 

But it will be satd that the price of these pistols was not 
increased in consequence of the addition of these improve 
ments. This may be true, but it does not follow that they 
have been productive of no benefit. The vender of a com- 
modity often finds it advantageous to diminish its price " 
order to augwnent the amount of his sales. Adding to the 
worth of the commodity while the price remains uncha®, 
produces the like effect. 4 4 

At all events, the pistol, with all its improvements, was 
manufactured and sold as awhole. Large profits have beet 
thereby realized. The applicant cannot be permitted to on 
these profits have all accrued from the manufacture a 





sale of the rotary chamber. They result from the ve 
pistol, as improved, with all its parts. The improvemen 
embraced in the patent now sought to be extended gave ®" 
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one and enabled the patentee to dispose of the vast 
sober, which has changed his early losses into such 
ie profits. A reasonable share of these should be 
catiadl to his last invention. 
ich a course will appear the more just, when it is rec- 
ected that the applicant charges the invention we are 
-eonsidering, With the early losses to which he was 
ee feted in the endeavor to bring his pistol into general use. 
Het ven goes back, in this reckoning, to @ time anterior to 
the date of the present invention, and makes up an account, 
» the total of $60,000, to cover his expenses, and losses of 
sme and money. ‘This debit accrued in the endeavor to 
e rroduce the whole pistol, including the subjects of both 
= tents. Butit would seem, further, as though the appli- 
Pot intende d the whole of this debit against the subjeetof 
ine second patent. At all events, there is no doubt but he 
‘vended a full proportion of that charge to stand against 
- natent now sought to be extended. Why, then, should 
not the subject of this patent be credited with its share of 
che profits £ 4 

But the applicant avers, under oath, that the patent now 
cought to be extended bas thus far been of no service, 
és ad that for the purpose of his manufacture, and the 
profits thereof, he would have been as well off ifthe im- 
provements described in the patent of 1839 had been public 
sroperty. Lf this is correct, it furnishes a strong argument 
wgainst the extension now sought. 
“The reasons given by the applicant for the conclusion 
above stated, are, that the patent of 1836 has till this time 
orotected the improvements patented in 1839, and that 
therefore the whole benefit of those improvements could 
have been monopolized thus far without a patent. i 

Now, the patent of 1836 has been extended to 1857. If 
the first patent has protected the subject of the second up 
to this date, it will do the same thing—for aught that ap- 
pears—for four years longer. The profits already received 
pave all accrued within the last six years. From the in- | 
creased extentof the manufacture and use of these pistols, 
the profits, in the four years to come, will probably equal 
those for the six years past; so that the aggregate amount 
of profits resulting from the inventions embraced in his two 
patents—even without an extension of the patent of 1839 

will probably amount to near $2,000,000. 

The view evidently taken of this subject by the appli- 
cant is, that he is entitled to an extension of his patent un- 
jess he has derived from the patent already granted a suffi- 
cient compensation for his invention. Such is not the law. 
To justify an extension of this patent, the Commissioner 
must be satisfied that the applicant, without neglect or 
jaulton his part, has failed to obtain “‘ from the use and 
sale of his invention”? a reasonable remuneration for the 
time, ingenuity, and expense bestowed upon the same. 
et of 1836, Section 18.] 
 Itmatters not, then, whether the applicant has realized 
one dollar in consequence of the patent of 1839, provided 
the invention has given him a fair remuneration. If the 
patent of 1836, which has been extended to 1857, bas pro- 
tected the subject of the patent of 1839, and thereby enabled 
the inventor to reap the full benefit of this latter invention, 
he is no more eutitied to an extension than though the 
whole advantage had grown out of the patent of 1839. 

The barden of proot to show that a preper case for an 
extension exists Is thrown upon the applicant. In this 
respect he has wholly failed. Neither his sworn statement, 
nor the testimony of the witnesses who were sworn in the 
ease, shows that he has not received from his invention a 
sufficiently liberal compensation ; but, on the contrary, a 
degree of success and prosperity is shown, which I can 
only wish were more generally realized by the authors of 
all other usefal inventions. 

The extension is therefore denied. 

CHARLES MASON, Commissioner. 

Unrrep Srates Patent Orrice, dugust 29, 1853. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have herea 
reply to that document, being the correspondence 
between the chairman of the Committee on Pat- 


ents and the Commissioner of Patents, which I 
desire to have read. 


The Clerk read the correspondence, as follows: 


is WasuinoTon, January 7, 1854. 

Str: An application has been made to Congress, by 
Samuel Colt, for an extension of his patent, dated Febru- 
ary, 1896, and a statement of the profits resulting from his 
manufacture has been laid before the Committee on Patents || 
in the House, showing the fact that all of the profits which 
Colonel Colt has realized have been invested in machinery 
and tools for the manufacture itself. Since the committee 
reported to Congress, my attention has been called to ade- 
eiston made by you, on the application of Colonel Colt, for 
the extension of another patent for some improvements to 
his original invention, last summer, in which you state, in 
substance, that Mr. Colt had realized a million of dollars 
Cut ot his invention ; and that this fact had been proved by 
witnesses in the presence of Mr. Colt’s counsel, who vir- | 
lually conceded the point. 

As this Statement differs entirely from that which Colo- 

) Colt has now laid before Congress, and shows a profit 

more than twice as much as now appears, and as the 

“ccision of the Commissioner of Patents carries with it the 
vie of judicial sanction, I have called upon the counsel || 
Saree olt for an explanation. He assures me that you i} 
Statement teceived, by some means, into making the 
sean that the testimony was taken in the presence of 
Resin and that the oe had been a million of dollars. 
the wre on me that all the testimony which was taken on 
New tune of profits was taken during his absence from 
of it one and entirely ex parte, and that he never knew 
wan dene late to correct it; and, further, that the evidence 
chene, aoe workmen who had been employed in making || 
ad da ringements of Colt’s patent for a company whieh || 
eee n enjoined by him, and that their estimates were | 
out an on the basis of their own spurious imitations, with- 
this ee nowledge of the facts or cost of production. If |) 
error ch eet have no doubt it is, justice requires that the |) 

‘should be corrected. ‘The facts are simple, and there || 


au 


abr 
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nced value to the arm. This caused its general intro- | 


should be no confusion about them. Mr. Colt’s counsel 
informs me that Mr. George Gifford, of New York, who is 
the counsel for Young and Leavitt, the opponents of Colt’s 
extension, is now in the city, and knows the truth of the 
matter; and that Mr. Gifford’s character is such that he 
would not hesitate to do justice to his opponent in any 
matter where wrong has been done. The most effectual 
way in which this matter could be set right would be to write 
to Mr. Gifford and request an answer to two questions: 
First, whether the testimony in the extension case relative 
to the profits of Colonel Colt was not taken ex parte en 
tirely? and, second, whether the estimates on which the 
decision was made were not given by workmen who had 
been employed in infringements of Colt’s patent, and who 
estimated by the cost of producing imitation arms? And 
I respectfully suggest ihat an inquiry uf this sort coming 
from you, whose decision is cited to prove what is thus 
solemnlygdenied, would be the proper way to arrive at the 
truth. Respecifully yours, 
B. B. THURSTON, Chairman. 

Hon. C. Mason, Commissioner of Patents. 

Unitep States Parent Orrice, January 9, 1854. 
Sir: Yours ofthe 7th was received this morning. [im 
mediately inclosed it to Mr. Gifford, with a request that 
he would reply to the interrogatories therein suggested, and 

I herewith forward you his reply. 

The statement made in my decision of the application 
for an extension of Colonel Colt’s patent, was fully war- 
ranted by the testimony befure me—the magistrate having 
certified that the applicant’s counsel was present at the 
examination of the witnesses, and declined asking any 
cross interrogatories. 

I will state further, that the counsel of Colonel Colt 
seemed to rest his case on the points of law alluded to in 
my decision. If these had been decided in his favor, it 
will readily be seen that the testimony would have been 
immaterial. He took no testimony on the point of profits, 


| and apparently paid no regard to that subject. 


I remain yours, very truly, 
CHARLES MASON. 


| Hon. B. B. Tuurston. 


NaTionat Horet, ? 

W asHINGTON, January, 1854. § 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 7th instrant, I have 
to say that it will give me great pleasure to make any state 
meut of facts which will prevent injustice to any one, and 
especially in regard to any proceeding in which I have been 
engaged as counsel. 
you desire information, the facts are—that the testimony 
which was taken iti that case, to prove the profits of Mr. 


|| Colt, was taken in the absence of Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Colt’s 


counsel, and, therefore, without cross-examination. The 
proper and legal notice had been given to Mr. Dickerson to 
attend, but he was engaged in the argument of a cause out 
of town, and the time for taking testimony had so nearly 
expired as to not admit of postponement. A clerk from 
Mr. Dickerson’s office attended the examination, and stated 
the fact of Mr. Dickerson’s absence, and declined to cross- 
examine, as he said he knew nothing of the subject, and 
had no authority to do so. 

In regard to the second question propounded, I have only 
to say, that I was informed that the witnesses which were 
examined on the cost of manufacture had been engaged in 
the manutacture of arms, which were adjudged by the 


| courts to be an infringement of Mr. Colt’s patent, and in 
| consequence of which | considered them the better quali- 


fied to speak of the cost of production. Whether the arms 
which were made by them were as good or as expensive as 
those made by Mr. Colt, | do not know. My questions to 
these witnesses were based upon the assumption that they 
had all the proper machinery with which to operate, and 
on that assumption I inquired what, in their judgment, it 


| would cost to make the arms. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
GEORGE GIFFORD. 
Hon. CHartes Mason, Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. PECK. I understand that the chairman 
of the committee who reported this bill is not pre- 
pared to speak on the subject now; and he makes 
the request that I shall withdraw my motion. As 
an act of courtesy to him I do so. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the committee pass over the bill informally for the 
present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES LEE JONES. 
The next bill on the Calendar which came up 


| for consideration was House bill (No. 63) ** for 
'| the relief of Charles Lee Jones.”’ 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of War to cause the claims pre- 
sented to that Department by C. Lee Jones, for 
expenses incurred and services rendered in rais- 
ing, subsisting, and transporting three companies 
of volunteers mustered into the service of the Uni- 


| ted States, during the war against Mexico, to be 
| settled according to the principles of equity, not 


to exceed $2,000, and to be in full for said claims. 
The report accompanying the bill was then read. 
Mr. MACE. I discover that Mr. Fautxner, 


| the gentleman who reported this bill, isabsent. I 


therefore move that it be informatly laid aside. 
The motion was agreed to. 


HENRY LEWIS. 
The next bill in order upon the Calendar was 


| House bill (No. 98) ** for the relief of Henry 


Lewis, of Clinton county, Indiana.’’ 


In relation to the matter on which | 
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The bill provides that Henry Lewis, of Clinton 
county, Indiana, be authorized to enter, free of 
cost, except the fees to the land officers, forty 
acres of land, out of any lands subject to private 
entry, at any land office in the United States, or 
the territories thereof, in full of his claim for 
money paid Charles Tyler, register of the land 
office at Crawfordsville, Indiana, on the 18th of 
January, 1837, being fifty dollars. 

From the report which was read it appears that 
the petitioner, on the 18th January, 1837, went to 
the Crawfordsville land office for the purpose of 
purchasing the northeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section five, in township twenty-three, 
north of range one west; that at that time the 
office of receiver of public moneys was tempora- 
rily vacant; but the register of the land office, 
Charles Tyler, told petitioner to leave the money 
with him, and he would see that the land was 
duly entered so soon as the office of receiver was 
filled. The petitioner being not well versed in 
such things, and supposing one land officer as re- 
sponsible as another, left his money with said 
Tyler, to wit, fifty dollars, and took from hima 
receipt, as follows: 


CRAWFORDSVILLE, 18th January, 1837. 

Received of Henry Lewis, fifty dollars, to be applied to 
the purchases of the northeast quarter of southwest quarter 
section five, twenty-three, one west, when the receiver is 
in commission. CHARLES TYLER. 

That said Tyler marked said land as entered on 
the plats in his office. The petitioner, believing 
that he had in fact purchased said land, took pos- 
session of it, and remained in possession, meking 
valuable improvements, for ten years, when he 
was informed that his land had been purchased by 
| one Rufus A. Lockwood. He then had a full in- 
vestigation of all the facts, and found that said 
Tyler had pocketed his money, and that he had 
no title whatever for said land; but that the title 
was fully invested in said Lockwood, to whom 
he surrendered possession. 

Mr. MACE, If the committee will give me 
their attention for one moment, I will explain fully 
the nature of this case. A gentleman by the name 
of Lewis, a poor man, had accumulated the sum 
of fifty dollars, and went to the Crawfordville 
land office for the purpose of entering forty acres 
of land. A vacancy had occurred in the office of 
receiver, in consequence of the death of that officer. 
The register of the land office, Mr. Tyler, told 
him to leave his money with him, and that the 
moment a receiver was appointed he would see 
that the forty acres should be entered according to 
his application. Lewis being an ignorant man, 
left his money with Mr. Tyler, supposing, as a 
matter of course, that his purchase would be made 
complete, and the title of the lands placed in his 
haale, Well, sir, he located upon the lands, and 
made improvements to theamount of $700 or $800. 
| It was ascertained that his lands were still vacant, 

and, as is the practice, a resale took place. All the 
vacant lands in that district were resold, those 
purchased by Lewis included. He then came 
here and asked Congress to refund him the money 
paid by him to Tyler; and also to pay him for the 
improvements he had made. His petition was 
laid before the Committee of Claims during the 
last Congress, and again during the present ses- 
sion. We thought it would hardly do to pay him 
for the improvements; but inasmuch as a Govern- 
ment officer had defrauded him out of his money, 
we thought it would be proper to allow him to 
locate forty acres of land free of cost, upon any 
lands in the United States subject to entry, and 
we have reported a bill to that effect. 

I move that the bill be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass; and upon 
that motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Henpnricxs 
and Mitison were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 79, noes 7; no quorum voting. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not now 
in order. No quorum having voted, the roll must 
be called. 

The roll was then called, the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
| Chairman reported that the Committee of the 

Whole House had had the Private Calendar gen- 
| erally under consideration, and finding itself with- 
| out a quorum, had caused the roll to be called, 
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and had directed him to report the names of the | 
absentees to the House. 
The following is the liet of the absentees: 


Mesare. Aiken, James C. Alien, Ashe, Thomas I. Bayly, 
Banka, Barksdale, Bell, Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chand 
ler, Chase, Chrisman, Clingman, Cook, Cox, Craige, Cul 
jom,Cumming, Cutting, Dean, Dent, De Witt, Disney, Dun 
ham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, John M. Elliott, English, 
Etheridge, Ewing, Parley, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, 
Franklin, Gamble, Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harria, Harrison, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Ingersoll, J. Glancy Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Leteh- 
er, Lindiey, Lyon, Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, 
MeNair, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Morrison, Noble, Olds, Audrew Oliver, Mor 
decal Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peckham, Pennington, Phil 
Jipe, Powell, Preston, Richardson, Rogers, Rowe, Sapp, 
Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Simmons, Singleton, Gerrit 
Amith, Wittiam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, 
Hestor U. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Tweed, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Warren, 
Join Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick 
BR. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jonnrs, of 
Tennessee.) The Chair reports only one hundred 
and fifteen members present—no quorum, 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that there bea call of 
the House. 

Mr. FLAGLER 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 movethat 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The motion is not in order. 
There was no quorum on the last vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion is 
notin otder. Less thana quorum cannotadjourn 
over. 

The question was taken on Mr. FLaGier’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
32, nays 90; as follows: 

Y EAS-—Mesers. Abercrombie, Bridges, Carpenter, Cor- 
win, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Flagler, Fuller, 
Giddings, Goode, Haven, Hill, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, 
Knox, Murray, Norton, Peck, Pennington, Bishop Per 
kins, Riddle, Sabin, Skelton, William Smith, Richard H. 
Stanton, Thurston, Upham, Wade, and Walker—32. 

NAYS—Messere. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Apple- 
ton, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Barry, Bel 
cher, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Bugg, Caskie, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Crocker, 
John G. Davis, Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy, 
Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Ewing, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Hendricks, Hiilyer, 
Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Latham, Lindsley, McCulloch, Mc 
Dougall, McMuilin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, Middles- 


I move that the House do 


I demand the yeas and nays 


warth, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Nichols, | 


Peckham, John Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Kobbins, 


Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Seward, Shaw, Shower, George W. | 


Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David! Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, Vail, 
Vansant, Walley, Ellitu B. Wasburne, Israel Washburn, 
Weils, Tappan Wentworth, and Daniel B. Wright—90. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


A quorum being now present, the Committee 


of the Whole House resumed its session. 


The CHAIRMAN.. The motion pending is | 


to lay aside bill No. 98, that it may be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. The tellers will resume their places. 

Mr. MACE, I hope that by unanimous con- 
sent the motion will be agreed to without tellers, 

Cries of ‘* Agreed !’’] 

No objection being made, 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
CAPTAIN GEORGE SIMPTON. 

The next bill in order on the Calendar was a 
tall (No. 99) ** for the relief of Captain George 
Simpton, of Galveston.” 

The dill proposes to pay the petitioner in ‘this 
ease the sum of $1,600 in full payment of his claim 
for indemnification for the loss of the schooner 


| Maury, of the Navy, of a gold medal from his 


Alert, while he was engaged in the public service | 


in the war with Mexico. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
be laid aside to be reported to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. MACE. I hope that some explanation 
will be given of this case by the gentleman who 
rted the bill. 
r. MILLER, of Missouri. I do not know that 
i can makea more clear and succinct statement than 
iscontained in the report accompanying the bill; 
but I will state as briefly as I can the facts of the case 


I move that the bill | 
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believing myself most sincerely that the bill ought 
to pass. The claimant in this case, being the 


owner of the schooner Alert, was employed by the | 
Government during the war with Mexico to trans- | 
port supplies from Sacrificios to Camp Bagara, for | 
the division of the even. under the command of | 


General Twiggs. While he was thus employed, 
the French bark, Jeune Nelly, was captured as 
a prize by the United States steamer Hunter, com- 
manded by Captain McLaughlin, while attempt- 
ing to violate the blockade of Vera Cruz. After 
the capture, Captain Simpton, of the schooner 
Alert, who was a skillful and experienced pilot, 
and who was acquainted with the currepts, was 
employed by Captain McLaughlin to take the 
Hunter with her prize into port. 
had been thus employed, and after the French 
bark had been taken in tow by the schooner to- 


gether with the steamer, a severe ‘* norther,’’ 
common to the gulf, sprung up, and all three of 
the vessels were driven upon a reef by the vio- 
lence of the storm,and entirely destroyed, the 
officers and men escaping with great difficulty. 
Captain Simpton, who was the owner of the 
schooner, asks that he may be compensated for 
From the proof before the committee, 
the vessel was estimated by witnessesto be worth 
$3,000, but the committee thought the valuation 
too high, and agreed upon the sum of $1,600 as an 
indemnity for the loss sustained by the claimant. 
I believe myself that the owner of the vessel ought 
to be allowed more than was reported by the com- 


his loas. 


mittee. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


whether it was pressed into the service? 


Mr. MILLER. 


steamer Hunter, that captured the French bark. 
Mr. TAYLOR. 


mendation that it do pass. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 


call for tellers on that motion. 
Tellers were ordered. 
Mr. ORR. 
rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar had had under consideration bills 
Nos. 58, 59, and 63, which the committee had 
passed over informally, and bill No. 98, which 
the committee had ordered to be reported to the 


House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that they had passed a billand resolutions 


of the following titles: 


Resolution (No. 17) giving the consent of Con- 


gress to the acceptance by Lieutenant M. F 


Majesty the King of Sweden; 


Resolution (No. 19) for the relief of Rebecca 


Birdsall; 


Resolution (No. 20) relating to the raft of Red | 


river; and 


An act (No. 401) forthe relief of William Duer. |; 
I move that when the House || 


Mr. KEITT. 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
I ask for a division. 


The. House was divided, but before the an- | 


nouncement of the vote 


Mr. KEITT withdrew his motion, and moved 


that the House do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the House | 
thereupon (at twenty-five minutes past three | 
o’clock, p. m.) adjourned to to-morrow at twelve | 


o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturnpay, June 17, 1854. © 


After he 


I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri whether this vessel was in 
the voluntary service of the Government, or 


The claimant in this case was 
employed by the Government for the purpose of 
transporting supplies to our Army under the com- 
mand of General Twiggs; and he was ordered to 
perform the service in which his schooner was 
destroyed by the officer in’ command of the 


I move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 


I move that the committee do now 


On that question 
















































































June 17, 


BUSINESS BEFORE THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER. The question before the 


|| House is on ordering the following bill to be en 
grossed and read a third time: House bill (No 92) 
‘for the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clinton county 
Indiana.”’ It is the bill reported from the Con. 
mittee of the Whole House yesterday. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I desire to make, 
motion that the House proceed to the regyl, 
order of business. ~o" 
Mr. FULLER. Will the gentleman from Or. 
egon yield me the floor for a moment? 
Mr. LANE. Certainly. 


THE NICARAGUA LINE OF STEAMERs. 


Mr. FULLER. Before proceeding to the re. 
ular order of business, I desire to report to th, 
House, from the Committee on Commerce, a }ji 
passed by the Senate, authorizing a new issue 9 
registers to the steamers plying between Ney 
York and San Francisco. It is a matter of pri. 
vate business, and [ hope there will be no objec 
tion to the passage of the bill. ; 

There being no objection, the following bill was 
reported back: 

S. No, 180. An act to authorize the issue 9; 
registers to vessels owned by the Accessory 
Transit Company. 


Mr. FULLER. [ask to have the letter of th. 
Secretary of the Treasury, which accompanies 
the bill, read by the Clerk. It is a short letter. 
and is explanatory of the object of the bill, 

The letter was read, as follows: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 25, 1854 
Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the petition 
which accompanied your letter of the 18th instant, and iy 
close a draft of a bill authorizing the issue of registers 
steamboats and vessels owned by the Accessory Transit 
Company, with such conditions and restrictions as seem 
to me advisable for the protection of the interests of the 
United States, 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Se-retary of the Treasury 
Hon. H. Hamutn, Chairman Committee on Commerce 
United States Senate. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for « 
third reading; and being engrossed, was read « 
third time, and passed, 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I now move that the 
House proceed to the regular order of business, 
which is the consideration of bills on the Speaker's 
| table, and that we take up such territorial bills as 
have been considered in the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and reported to 
the House. : 
The SPEAKER. This being private bill day, 
the regular order of business is the consideratio 
of private bills. 
Mr. LANE. Then I withdraw that motion, 
and move to take up such territorial bills as were 
considered in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union some weeks ago, and as are 
now on the Speaker’s table. I hope the House 
will indulge me in this motion. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I dislike very much \ 
object to of a which the gentleman from 0r- 
_egon asks; but this day is set apart by the rules 
_of the House for the consideration of private bills. 
| We have not acted upon them for some months, 

and it is but right that we should now insist 0° 
their receiving consideration. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Indiana will withdraw his obje- 
tion. There are but few territorial bills, and 
will take but a few moments to pass them. I hope 
that, by general consent, they will be taken up 
and passed. They have all been agreed to by the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The objection was not withdrawn. 

Mr. LANE. Then I will ask the House now 
to set apart a day when they will consider ter 
torial business. 

The SPEAKER. [Ifthe Chair may beallowe 
a single suggestion, perhaps it may lead to an a 
commodation of all parties. If it be true that thes 
territorial bills will give rise to fio debate, it wi! 
take but a few moments to pass them. If it be 
the pleasure of the House, by general conse! 

_ to take up and pass such territorial bills as W!" 
|| not give rise to debate, the Chair will have thos 
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The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | bills reported. 


by Rev. Wiiuiam H. Mireur. 


| Mr. HENDRICKS. To that extent | will 


The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. | draw my objection. 
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vr. HOUSTON. And there is another reason 
hich, perhaps, has not suggested itself to gentle- 
‘in. There are some two or three of those bills 


men. 
hich ¢ 
ae lic Jands in those Territories. 
The SPEAKER. If not objected to, the Chair 
will first direct that the bill reported from the 
»mmittee yesterday be taken up, and will then 
-oceed to such territorial bills as have been re- 
ted from the Committee of the Whole, and 
vhich will not give rise to debate. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to have it under- 
vood that the proposition is confined to such bills 
oly as have been reported from the Committee 
¢ihe Whole, and shall not be extended to any 
ther 
HENRY LEWIS. 

The following bill, reported from the committee 
yesterday, Was then taken up: 


A bill for the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clinton | 


-ounty, Indiana. 

The question being, ‘* Shall the bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time?” 

Mr. COBB called for tellers upon the question; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Waker and 
Var. were appointed, 

[he question was taken; and the tellers reported 

-ayes 79, noes 50. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was ac- 
ordingly read the third time, and passed. 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS IN TERRITORIES. 


House bill (No. 162) ** to increase the salaries | 


ff the Executive and judicial officers in Oregon 
and New Mexico,’’ coming up next in order, was 
read in extenso. 

It provides for increasing the salaries of the 

hief and associate judges of Oregon and New 
Mexico to $2,500 per annum; for increasing the 
alary of the Governor of New Mexico to $3,000 
per annum; and for increasing the salaries of the 
Secretaries of Oregon and New Mexico to $2,000 
per annum. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union proposed to amend by including the judges 
of Utah and New Mexico at the same salary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The committee further proposed to amend by 
making the salaries of said judges $3,000, instead 
of $2,500. 


Mr. HENN. I demand tellersupon that amend- || 


ment, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Waker 
and Vai, were appointed. 

The question was taken on the second amend- 
ment; and it was rejected, forty-four only voting 
in the affirmative. 

The third amendment was read, and agreed to, 
as follows: 

After the word ‘* Oregon”? insert the words ‘“‘ Washington 
and Utah,”’ so that the paragraph will read: “And that of 
the secretaries of Oregon, Washington, Utah, and New 
Mexico, (be increased,) to the sum of $2,000 per annum.”’ 


The fourth amendment was read, as follows: 


AGL 
‘And be it further enacted, That the annual salaries of 


the chief justice and associate judges of the Territory of 
f 


Minnesota be increased to $2,500.’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out ** $2,500,” 
and in lieu thereof to insert ** $2,000,’ so as to 


1 demand 


make the salaries of the judges in Minnesota the | 


same as those provided for the judges of Kansas 


and Nebraska, in the bill which we have recently | 


passed, 


The question was put on the amendment to the 


amendment; and, on a division, there were—ayes 
seventy-two. , 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
tellers, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
gentlemen, perhaps, who are laboting under the 
impression that the salary is now $2,500 a year; 
as | understand it, the House have rejee 

900 amendment proposed by the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and if we 
reject the amendment moved by the gentleman 
from Missouri, the salaries of those judges will 
remain as at present. 

_ TheSPEAKER, The gentleman is in error 


] demand 


tion. The House have not rejected the report of 


pply to the extension of the surveys of || 


There are some | 


the | 


in hig Trarmandang of the condition of the ques- | 
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| the committee, who recommend $2,500 as the 
| Salary. A vote has not been taken upon that 
oa The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 

HELPS] proposes to amend that amendment by 
striking out $500 of the proposed salary. 

Mr. JONES. I would ask the Chair if he did 
not put the affirmative of the question, and report 
the number rising in favor of the salary of $2,500 
to be twenty-one. Tellers were called for, and 
the Chair reported only thirteen rising in the 

| affirmative, and then it was that the gentleman 
from Missouri moved his amendment. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair had notannounced 
the result, otherwise the amendment would not be 
in order. 

Mr. JONES. There were twenty-one gentle- 
men voting in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The indication was very 
clear as to the result, but the vote was not an- 
nounced. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I would inquire what the 
salaries of the judges are now? 

Mr. PHELPS. The salary of these judges is 
now $1,800. The Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union recommended that the salary 
of the judges of the Territory of Minnesota should 
be increased to $2,500. I propose that their sala- 
ries shall be $2,000, making them equal to the 
salaries of the judges of Kansas and Nebraska. 
It isan increase of $200 merely t@ each of the 
judges in Minnesota over what they now have. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Camppey 
and Davis were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 90, noes 27. 

The Speaker voting in the affirmative, to make 
a quorum, the amendment to the amendment was 
| agreed to. 

The question being on the adoption of the 
amendment, as amended, the House was divided, 
and the Speaker announced seventy-six members 

| voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The negative vote was then counted; and the 
question was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 

| time. 
Mr. COBB. 
| on the table. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I know well that the 
motion to lay the bill on the table is not debata- 
ble; but I would ask the House to do justice to the 
portion of the country which | represent in this 
case. 

Mr. COBB. 


1 demand the yeas 


I move to lay the whole matter 


I object to the beter ’s dis- 


cussing the question, unless I be allowed an oppor- | 


tunity to answer him. 

Mr. LANE. [am not discussing it, but I ask 
the House to pass the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 1! askfor the yeas 
and nays on the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
'| to lay the bill on the table was not agreed to. 
|  The'question recurred on ordering the bill to be 
| engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to say one word in re- 
| lation to this bill. 
The SPEAKER. If debate arises, the Chair 
| decides that the bill must go over. 
Mr. HAVEN. 1 wish to make one statement. 
The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
| of the House, the Chair will allow it. 
| Mr. HAVEN. I do not wantto debate it. | 
| only desire to make a single statement. 
| the SPEAKER. Thatis debate; but the Chair 
| hopes the House will indulge the gentleman. 
o objection being made, 

Mr. HAVEN said: | only desire to say that 
the salaries of all the Governors of the Territo- 
ries are left at $2,500 per annum, except that of 
the Governor of New Mexico, which is $3,000. 
That ought to be changed to $2,500, and I ask 
| that the bill may be so amended, by unanimous 
| consent; that is, so as to make the salaries of all 
| the Governors the same. | propose to put them 
| all upon the same level. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 
mistaken in the facts. 


The gentleman. is 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ ask for the 
reading of the bill, ae amended. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I moye the previous 
question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desiré to debate the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will say to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Haven,] that the salary 
of the Governor for New Mexico is fixed at 
$2,500 in the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think that cannot be so, as 
I just came from the Clerk’s desk, and there read 
the provision myself, and the Clerk also'read it to 
me. But I shall vote against the bill any way, 
and against the previous question. 

Mr. PHELPS. I was mistaken in my state- 
ment, I turned to the wrong section of the bill, 
and was misled thereby. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire some information 
before, 1 vote. I desire to know 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Perhaps the gentleman from 
Virginia rises to a question of order. The Chair 
will hear what he has to say. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know if all the 
Governors of the Territorjes get $2,500 per annum, 
except the Governor of New Mexico? 

Mr. COBB. I ask for the reading of the bill. 

The bill was accordingly again read. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
demanded, 

Mr. ORR. If | understand the state of the 
matter, | rise to a privileged question. It is to 
move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
rejected the amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. In that way we can accom- 
a the object which the gentleman from New 

‘ork, (Mr. Haven,] and the rest of us, have in 
view. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 understand that 
there is no objection to the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | desire to ask the 
gentleman from Oregon if the salary proposed to 
be given to the Governor of New Mexico by this 
bill is not the same as that received by the Gov- 
ernor of Oregon? 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I take pleasure in 
stating, in reply to the gentleman from Kentucky, 
that the salaries of the Governors of Oregon and 
Washington Territories are fixed at $3,000 each 
per annum. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I now desire to ask 
the gentleman another question. Is not the Gov- 
ernor of New Mexico also made the superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs for that Territory? 

Mr. LANE. Heis. In addition to the duties 
imposed upon him as Governor, he also discharges 
those of superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. And the Governor 
of Oregon does not discharge the duties of super- 
intendent of Indian affairs? 

Mr. LANE. He does not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then! object to the 
reduction of the salary of the Governor of New 
Mexico to $2,500. 

Mr. ORR. The motion to reconsider is de- 
batable, is it not? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that if 
the bill, or any proposition connected with it, be 
debated, the bill itself must go over. But aside 
from that consideration, the previous question 
has been demanded, which, of course, makes the 
proposition not debatable. 

Mr. HAVEN. I now ask that the clause of 
the bill providing for the salary of the Governor 
of New Mexico may be read, and that the sec- 
tion of the bill in which it occurs. may also. be 
read, in order that the House may see the dis- 
tinction, between the salaries of these different 
officers. 

The clause and section referred to,were read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must inform the 
gentleman from New York, that the salary of no 
Governor is provided for in this bill except that 
of the Governor of New Mexico. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then 1 was laboring under a 
mistake, and withdraw my objection to it. 

Mr. ORR. 1 withdraw my motion to recon- 
, sider. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be now put. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
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a third time; and being engrossed, was read a 
third time. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I demand the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I propose to debate the 
bill, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not recog- 
nized the gentleman. Asa matter of duty, he has 
allowed the conduct of the bill to be placed in the 
hands of its friends. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the pag of the bill. 

Phe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 49; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barry, Belcher, Breckin 
ridge, Bridges, Bugg, Campbet!, Caskie, Chandler, Chas 
tain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Colquitt, 
Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edmands, 
Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliot, Etheridge, 
Everhart, Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, 
Andrew J. Harian, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, 
Lindley, McDougall, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Mill 
eon, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pennington, Phelps, 
Pratt, Ready, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, Rus 
sell, Seward, Shower, Gerrit Bmith, Samuel A. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, 
Jown L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, 
Upham, Vail, Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, and 
Daniel B. Wright—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Boyce, Carpenter, 
Cobb, Dickinson, Ellison, English, Fenton, Flagler, Gid 
dings, Hamilton, Hastings, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kid- 
well, Knox, Kurtz, Lindsley, McCulloch, McMullin,Mace, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Peckham, John Perkins, Powell, Prin 
gie, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Sage, Shaw, Skelton, John J. 
Taylor, Tracy, Trout, Wade, Israel Washburn, and Witte 

49. 

So the bill was passed. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
amend the title of the bill by adding the words 
‘* Washington, Utah, Minnesota,’’ so as to make 
it read: 

A bill to increase the salaries of the Executive 
and judicial officers of Oregon, New Mexico, 
Utah, Washington, and Minnesota. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the title, as 
amended, passed. 


EXPENSES OF THE CAYUSE WAR. 


House bill (No. 232) ** to settle and adjust the 
expenses of the people of Oregon from attacks and 
hostilities of the Cayuse Indians, approved Au- 
gust 21, 1852,’’ coming up next in its order, was 
read by its title. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommend to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and to insert a substitute, which 
yrovides for authorizing the Secretary of the 
rreasury to settle and adjust the expenses in- 
curred by the provisional government of Oregon, 
in consequence of hostilities of the Cayuse In- 
dians, in the years 1847 and 1848, provided that 
the amount shall not exceed $75,000; to make 
such allowances for adjusting claims from that 
amount, at a rate not exceeding five dollars per 
day; to pay so much as may be necessary of said 
amount for settling the claims awarded by the 
committees appointed for that purpose by the Gov- 
ernor of Oregon; and that no such claims shall be 
allowed which are not presented within the next 
fiscal year. 

The second section provides “that all of said 
claims and accounts not heretofore adjusted shall 
be seitled and adjusted at such place, and in such 
manner as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
preseribe; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
empowered to reéxamine any award that ine 
been, or may be made of said claims, and to re- 
duce the amount if, in his judgment, founded on 
proof, it should be too much.’ 

The substitute was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to amend the title by 
substituting for the present one the following: 


| the Cayuse war in Oregon. 
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. - . . . | 
An act making appropriations in reference to 


r 


. } 
The amendment to the title was agreed to. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL OF NEW MEXICO. 


The Clerk read the title of the next bill, as fol- 
lows: 


H. R. No. 315. A bill to establish the office of ! 
surveyor general of New Mexico, to grant dona- | 
tions to actual settlers therein, and for other pur- | 
08es. ’ } 

The first amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union is as follows: 

Strike out all after the word ‘*‘ Mexico,” in the first sec 
tion, and in liew thereof insert the following : 

Whose annual salary shall be $3,000, and whose power, | 
authority, and duty shall be the same as those provided by 
law for the surveyorgeneral of Oregon, And heshall have 
proper allowances for clerk hire, office rent, and fuel, not 
exceeding what now is, or hereafter may be, alowed tothe 
said surveyor general of Oregon. And he shall locate his } 
office, from time to time, at such places as may be directed 
by the President of the United States, 

—so that the section will read: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point a surveyor gengsal for New Mexico, whose annual 
salary shall be $3,000P&c. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thesecond amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the®@tate of the Union was as follows: 
Strike from the second section the following words : 


“That, to every white male American citizen of the 


United States, or who has declared his intention to become 
such, over the age of twenty-one years,” and in lieu thereof, 
to insert so that the section will read as follows: 

That to every white male citizen of the United States, 
or every white male above the age of twenty-one years, who 
has declared his intention to become a citizen, and who re 
moved to, and was residing in, said Territory prior to the 


| Ist day of January, 1853, there shall be, and hereby is, do- 


nated one half section, or three hundred and twenty acres 


of land, if single; butif married, one section, or six hun- | 


| dred and forty acres, &c., &c. 


I move to | 


Mr. GREEN WOOD. 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Extor, of 
Massachusetts, and Howe, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 54, noes not counted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam satisfied that if the House 


understood the amendment upon which the vote 


I demand tellers on that 


| is being taken, there would not be any objection | 
to it. 


The bill, as originally reported from the 
committee, provided for the donation of three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land to each head of a 
family who had settled in the Territory within the 
time prescribed. The amendment reported by 
the Committee of the Whole reduced the quantity 
of land to be given to settlers from half a section 
to a quarter of a section, giving them one hundred 
and sixty instead of three hundred and twenty 
acres of Jand. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Let us havea recount. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw. the 


| demand for the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER. There being no objection, a 
recount will be had, and the tellers will again re- 
sume their places. 

The tellers resumed their places, and the House 
having been again divided, the tellers reported— 


| ayes eighty-seven, noes not counted. 


\| 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The third amendment was reported, as follows: 


In the fourth line of the second section strike out the 
words “‘ removed to and.”’ 


The section, as amended, will read: 

That to every male American citizen of the United 
States, or who has declared his intention to become such, 
over the age of twenty-one years, who was residing in said 
Territory, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The fourth amend ment was reported, as follows: || 


In the second section, after the word “ three,” in the 
sixth line, insert the following words: “* and who may be 
still residing there.’? 

The section, as amended, will read as follows: 

That to every white male American citizen of the United 
States, or who has declared his intention to become such, 
over the age of twenty-one years, who was residing in said 
Territory prior to the Ist day of January, 1853, and who 
may be still residing there, there shall be, and hereby is, 
donated, Ke. 


The amendment was agreed to, 
The fifth amendment was reported, as follows: 






June 17, 
In the sixth line of the same section strike out th ~ 
; , ew 
*“half,”? and insert the word “ quarter ;” and in the a 
enth line strike out the word “ three,” and insert « One «9 
and strike out the word ‘ twenty,” and insert “ sixty 3) 
the seventh and eighth lines strike out the words «j¢ 


gie ; but, if married, one section, or six hundred 
acres.”? 


oF sin- 
aad forty 


The section, as amended, will read as follows: 


There shall be, and hereby is, donated one quarter ge. 
tion, or one bundred and sixty acres of band. oy 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The fifth amendment was reported, as follbwe: 


In the ninth bine of the same section strike out the word 
‘each’? and insert the word “every ;” after the wena 
“ male’? strike out the word “ American ;” after the word 
“eitizen”? insert the words “ ofthe United States, or every 
white male above the age of twenty-one years, who has 
declared his intention to become a citizen, and.’ 


The section, as amended, will read as follows: 
And to every white mate citizen of the United States or 
every white male above the age of twenty one years who 
has declared his intention to become a citizen, and who 
shall have removed, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The seventh amendment was reported, as fol. 
lows: 


In the fourteenth and fifteenth Hines of the same seetinn 
strike out the words “if @ single man ; or, if married, one 
half section, or three hundred and twenty acres,” 


The section, as amended, will read as follows: 
There shall, in like manner, be donated one quarter gee. 


tion, or one hundred and sixty acres, on condition of actua) 
setiement, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The eighth amendment was read, as follows: 


In the first line of the third section, after the word « of,» 
insert the word ‘*the,’’ and in the seeond line strike ow 
the word ** as.”? 


The section, as amended, will read as follows: 


That on proof of the settlement and cultivation required 
by this act, &e. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


|| The ninth amendment was read, as follows: 


In the sixth section, line seven and eight, strike out the 
folowing words : ** And to be disposed of as said Legisla- 
ture shall direet.?? 


The section, as amended, will read as follows: 


|| That, when the Jands ip said Territory shall be surveyed 
as aforesaid, a quantity of land equal to two townships 
shail be, and the same is hereby, reserved for the establish 
ment of a university im said Territory, and in the State 
hereafter to be created out of the same, to be selected, un- 
der the direction of the Legislature, in legal subdivisions 
of not less than one half section. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. There being no further amend- 
ments to be disposed of, the question is on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HENN. At the request of the Committee 
on Public Lands, | propose to offer an amend- 
ment to this bill, providing for the making of sur- 
veys through the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska. I will send the amendment to the table 
to be read. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
surveyor general for the ‘Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas, who shall locate his office at sach place as the Pres- 
ident of the United States shalt, from time to time, direct, 
and whose duties, powers, Obligations, responsibilities, and 
compensation shall be the same as those of the surveyor 
general of Wisconsin and Iowa, and who shall be allowed 
the same amount for office rent, fuel, incidental expenses, 
and clerk hire, as is allowed to said surveyor general of 
Wisconsin and Iowa. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That said surveyor 
general shall cause the necessary surveys to be made in 
said Territories, of siatdard meridian, base, and parallel 
lines, and of township and subdivision lines, under such 
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all the tands to 
which the Indian title has been, or shall be extinguished, 
within said Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, shall be 
|| sabjeet to the operation of the preémption acts of 4th Sep- 
|| tember, 1841, and under the conditions, reservations, and 
stipulations therein mentioned: Provided, however, That 
where unsurveyed lands are claimed by preémption, no- 
|| tice of the specifie facts elaimed shall be fied within three 
| months after the survey has been made in the field ; and 
|| on failure to file such notice, orto pay for the tracts claimed 
|| before the day fixed for the public sale of the lands by the 
|| proclamation of the President of the United States, the 
parties claiming such lands shall forfeit.al) right thereto: 
Provided, Said notice may be filed with the surveyor gen 
eral, and to be noted by him on the township plats, until 
|| other arrangements shall have been made by law for that 
|| purpose. 

| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the public ands 
|| in the Territory of Nebraska, to which the Indian title shall 
|| have been extinguished, shall constitate a new land district, 
‘| to be called the Omaha district ; and the public lands in the 
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Territory of Kansas, to which the Indian title shall have | 
oon extinguished, shall constitute a new land district, to | 


pe called the Pawnee district: the offices for each of which 
* wriets shall be established at such points as the President 


may deem expedient; and he is hereby authorized to ap 


at. by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
re sister and a receiver of public moneys for each of said 
vetricts, Who shall be required to reside at the site of their | 
voanectiVe offices; and they shall have the same powers, 
verform the same duties, and be entitled to the same com- 
ne qsation, as are or may be prescribed by lawin relation to 
yer land officers of the United States; and the President 
- hereby authorized to cause the surveyed lands to be ex 
aed for sale from time to time, in the same manner, and 
em the same terms and conditions, as the other public 
tands of the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That, sir, is anew 
pill of itself. It creates several offices, and pro- 
vides for the survey of lands im a very extensive 
region of country. It has never been printed; and | 
this is the first time that it has been presented to 
the House. In order that we may have an oppor- 
tunity to examine it, and to propose amendments, | 
ifany should be desirable, ] move to recommit the | 
hill, with the proposed amendment, to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 trust the gentleman from | 
Tennessee will withdraw the motion he has just 
made. Tocarry out this system of survey, it 
will require an expenditure of money; and in or- 
der to make that appropriation, a clause must be 
inserted in the civil and diplomatic bill. . Conse- | 
quently, this bill ought to pass in advance of that | 
bill, as I stated yesterday. 

Pass this bill now, and the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands will then be prepared, when the civil 
and diplomatic bill comes up, to offer an amend- 
ment to appropriate the sum necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this bill in regard to extend- 
ing these surveys. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] | 
and the House generally, well understand that the | 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska must remain | 


a sealed book, practically, to the people of the | 


United States; and all this commotion about the | 
organization of those Territories wil! exist, in 
point of fact, upon paper only, unless you pass 
this provision, which is now before the House. 
These provisions are necessary, in order to open 
up the country to emigration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair feels compelled 
to remind the gentleman that, if debate arises, the 
bill goes over. 

Mr. DISNEY. I am aware of that, and I do 
not desire to debate the proposition, but only to 
make the remarks I have, to call the attention of 
the House to the fact of the importance of passing 
this bill before the civil and diplomatic bill is dis- | 
posed of. 

In regard to the amendments to which the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] referred, I 
say that there is not a provision in those amend- | 
ments except such as are already existing upon | 
the statute-book in relation to the survey of the 
public lands—not a word. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is one, at | 
east. 

Mr. HENN., I desire to make a single state- | 
ment in reply to the gentleman from Tennessee. 
This bill was reported in lieu of two bills which | 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
It was framed after consultation with the Commis- | 
sioner of the General Land Office. They have | 
adopted this plan in order to have it disposed of | 
before the passage of the civil and diplomatic bill, | 
oan proper appropriation may be inserted in | 

at bil. 

Mr. JONES. Ido not doubt the correctness | 
of the gentleman’s statement; but I wish to have | 
the amendment printed, in order that we may 
examine it, and ascertain what its provisions are. | 
I do not believe that it is wise for us, in all cases, | 
‘o vote for laws similar to those now upon’ the | 
statute-book. There is one provision which struck 
my ear whilst the bill was being read, which I 
should be very much pleased to have altered, not- 
withstanding there are similar provisions upon 
= Statute-books in reference te the other Terri- 
ories. 

I should be pleased to see that portion of our 
general laws in reference to the public lands, which 
requires them tobe pat up at public sale, to the | 
highest bidder, stricken out. 1 should be 


when surveyed, and brought into market, should 


be subject to entry by actual settlers in limited | 





ad glad to | 
see a provision adopted by which the public lands, |, 


parcels, by actual cultivators, and no other per- 
sons. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must again an- 
nounce to the gentleman from Tennessee, that if 
discussion arises, the bill must go over. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 desire to make a single state- 


ment in regard to the provisions of this amend- 
ment. 


The SPEAKER. 
bate the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I will not debate the bill. I 
wish to state a solitary fact, and will not say one 
word by way of argument. I wish to say that 
this amendment contains nothing but these pro- 
visions: 

First, that the lands in the Territories of Ne- 
braska and Kansas shall be surveyed; 

Second, that the office of surveyor general in 
those Territories shall be created, and the officers 
appointed ; 

Third, that the arrangements for the disposal 


The gentleman cannot de- 


| of the public lands in the said Territories shall 


conform to existing laws; and 

Fourth, that a land office shall be created. 

These provisions are all the amendment con- 
tains. 

The question now being upon the motion to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, it was put; and the mo- 
tion was disagreed to. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I demand the 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr.ORR. I ask for tellers upon seconding the 
demand. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Corwin and 
Vain appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 94, noes 37. 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be now 
put. 


| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; aiid being engrossed, it was read 
a third time, and passed. 
| Mr. HENN. I move to amend the title by 
adding the words ‘**‘ Kansas and Nebraska.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HENN moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 


| to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 


was agreed to. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House re- 
| on the Private Calendar 
The SPEAKER. It was the unanimous un- 
derstanding of the House, and, therefore, tanta- 
mount to a suspension of the rules, that the ter- 
ritorial business reported from the Committee of 
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|| solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House | 


| 


the Whole on the state of the Union that did | 


not give rise to debate should be disposed of. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw my motion. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL OF OREGON. 

The bill next in order was House biil (No. 316) 
‘to amend the act approved September 27, 1852, 
to create the office of surveyor general of the pub- 
lic lands in Oregon, &c., and also the act amend- 
atory to the act amendatory thereof, approved 
February 19, 1853,”’ reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with two 
amendments. 

The first amendment was as follows: 


At the end of the third section add the following pro- 
viso : 


Provided, That no sale shall be deemed valid, unless the 


|, vendor shall have resided four years upon the land. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The second amendment was as follows: 

In section four strike out the word “ granted,” and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the word-“ reserved ;”’ and strike out 
the words “‘ and applied to,”? and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “ for ;”? 

So as to make it read : 

That in lieu of two townships of land reserved to the 
Territory of Oregon by the tenth section of the act of 1850 

| for universities, there shall be granted to each of the Terri- 
tories of Washington and Oregon two townships of land , 
of thirty six sections each, to be selected in legal subdi- 
visions for university PS pee under the direction of the 
| Legislatures of the said Territories respectively. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


| read a third time; and being engrossed, was read 
| the third time, and passed. 
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SURVEYOR GENERAL OF UTAH. 

The following bill was reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass: 

A bill to establish the offiee of surveyor gen- 
eral in Utah, and to grant donations to actual set- 
ulers therein, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a statement 
of facts in regard to this matter. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dre- 
NEY] be allowed to make a statement to the House. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 desire, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to offer some amendments 
to this bill, which are precisely the same as those 
which have been adopted to the bill that has just 
passed the.House. The House will see the im- 
portance of passing on so much of thia bill as pro- 
vides for the survey of lands in the Territory, 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio send up his amendments, that they may be 
read? 

Mr. DISNEY. They are in the precise terms 
of those adopted to the bill which has just passed 
the House. 

Mr. WALLEY. 
pose to debate it. 

TheSPEAKER. Then, according to the order 
of the House, the bill must go over. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 desire simply to submit to 
the House the reasons which induce the commit- 
tee to endeavor to have these amendments adopted 
by the House. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Water] objects to the considera- 
tion of the bill, and proposes to debateit. That 
being the case, it is the duty of the Chair, under 
the order of the House, to pass the bill over. 

Mr. WALLEY... There is one provision in the 
bill to which I object; and if the gentleman from 
Ohio will consent to have that provision stricken 
out, and if the House consent to it, | will with- 
draw my objection. 

Mr. DISNEY. What provision does the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts refer to? 

Mr. WALLEY. To the provision with regard 
to polygamy. 

Mr. DISNEY. I would state to the House the 
necessity that there is for the House to pass this 
bill in advance of the civil and diplomatic bill, in 
order that an appropriation may be made in that 
bill for paying the expenses of the survey of this 
Territory; and hence the postponement of the bill 
at this time is equivalent to ile defeat. Well, 
now, the House has got into this condition with 
regard to this matter, that if they will not permit 
me to make an argument or explanation on the 

subject, but pass over the bill, that action involves 
the destruction of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be compelled 
to pass the bill over, being objected to, unless 
under the operation of the previous question, if 
| the House should choose to vote that way. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to appeal to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to withdraw 
his objection to the bill, simply for the reason that 
there is actually no difference between it and other 
similar territorial bills. Weought not certainly 
to abandon the public lands which have been in- 
trusted to our charge; and the great object sought 
by the chairman of the Committee on Public Lends 
is to provide for the appointment of a surveyor 
general of Utah. 

Mr. WALLEY. I will withdraw my objection 
if the provision as to polygamy be stricken out 
of the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I find that there isa wrong im- 
pression on the minds of members in reference to 
this matter; the question of polygamy has no con- 
nection whatever with this bill. I have already 
stated to the House that the Committee on Public 
Lands have cautiously avoided all participation in, 
or connection with, this question. Nordoesthe bill, 
in my judgment, at all affects in one way or other, 
this institution of Mormonism. ‘If gentlemen 





1 object to the bill, and pro- 


| object to granting donations of land to settlers in 


the Territory of Utah, let them make a proposi- 
tion to strike out that part of the bill, and | shalt 
not oppose it. But I appeal to the House to pasa 
so much of the bill, at ah events, as provides ‘for 

| the survey ofthe lands of the Territory of Uthh. 
Mr. WALLEY. If the gentleman from Ohio 

| agree to strike out the proposition about polyg- 
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amy, I will make no objection to the consideration | 


of the bill at this time. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts wii! allow me, I think I will be able to show 
how we may get on with the bill. The bill, as 
reported from the Committee on Publie Lands, 
makes an exeeption to this Mormon institution of 
polygamy; that is, it excepts those who are hus- 
bands of more than one wife from a participation 
in the benefits of the public lands. If we desire 
to pass the bill with this exception in it, all that 
we have got to do is to disagree to the report of 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union rejecting the bill, and then, when 
the bill comes up for consideration, we can vote 
for ite adoption, if we are so inclined. 

A Memeer. What is the exception in the bill? 

Mr. COBB. The exception is that a man 
having more than one wife shall not be entitled to 
n op of Jand as donated in the bill. 

r. STEPHENS, of Georgia. What is the 
question now before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon a bill, reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disyey) 
eubmite a series of amendments which have not 
been read. Hestates, however, that they are pre- 
cisely such #8 were attached to, and passed with 
the bill, in reference to New Mexico, this morn- 


"ey 
Mr. STEPHENS. Then the first question is | 


upon agreeing. 

TheSPEAKER. If it is insisted upon, the first 
vote must be upon the recommendation of the 
committee, that the bill do not pass. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I submit that whether the 
bill be 
before the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; 
and | ask the House to take the question without 
debate. 

Mr. COBB. I object tothe consideration of the 
bill. 


The SPEAKER. Both upon the right and left | 


gentlemen object to the consideration of the bill, 
and the Chair must pass it over. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire of 
the Chair if it is not the duty of the House to 
pass upon the recommendation of the committee, 
whether objection is made or not? 

The SPRAKER. Objection is made upon the 
right and left, and—— 


“Mr. ‘TAYLOR. But, notwithstanding, is it | 


not the right of the House to pass upon the rec- 
ommendation of the committee? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has, for half an | 


hour, endeavored to bring ‘the House to action 


without debate; but he has indulged gentlemen in | 
their disposition to debate, beyond the limits pre- 


scribed by the understanding this morning. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ call the previous | 


question, 
Mr. COBB. I 


which it, came from the committee, [ have no 
objection. 


he SPEAKER. The question arises whether | 


the gentleman has the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. COBB. I raised my objection some time 
ago, and before the previous question was called. 

The SPEAKER. 
poses to debate the proposition, the bill must go 
over. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to suggest to the 
House, that they should vote down the recom- 
mendation of the committee. 


The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from | 


Alabama [Mr. Comp] rises in his place, and says 


he hae objections to the bill,and proposes to debate | 


ut, if acted upon at all. 
Mr. DISNEY. | was about to make this sug- 
gestion, that-—— 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I submit 


that the tleman from Ohio is out of order. 
Mr. DISNEY. Lam not aware that | am out 
of order. 


The SPEAKER: The Chair thinks the gen- | 


emen is debating the proposition. 
Mr. DISNEY. «I do not offer any argument. 


TheSPEAKER. Thegentieman from Alabama | 


[Mr. Coss} proposes 'to debate the bill, and the 


bill must go ever; and the Chair further decides | 


that the bill hae gone over. [Laughter.} 








assed or not, we ought to act uponit | 


propose to debate the bill; but | 
still, if the House will take it in the shape in | 


If, then, the gentleman pro- | 
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PRE-EMPTION LAWS IN MINNESOTA. 

The bili next in order was House bill (No. 335,) 
*“to extend the right of preémption over the unsur- 
veyed lands in Minnesota, and for other purposes. 

Mr. RICE. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be now put. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

It was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and having been engrossed, was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of [linois, moved to re- 


consider the vote by which the bill was passed, 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 


upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


LANDS OF THE SIOUX INDIANS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 338) to authorize the Presi- 
dent to cause to be surveyed the tract of land in 
the ‘Territoryef Minnesota belonging to the ha!f- 
breeds or mixed bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux 
nation of Indians, and for other purposes, coming 
up nextin order, was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

Mr. RICE. 
the engrossment of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ovdined to be now put. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be || 


laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ROAD—ROGUE RIVER WAR. 


Bills of the following titles, reported from the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, |! 


without amendment, were next read, severally 


ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time; | 
and being engrossed, were read the third time, and | 


passed : 

H. R. No. 119. A bill to Provide for the con- 
tinuation of a military road from Myrtle Creek 
to Scottsburg, in Oregon; and 

H.R, No. 339. An act to authorize the Secre- 


tary of War to settle and adjust the expense of | 


the Rogue river war. 
MILITARY ROAD IN UTAH. 
The bill next in order was House bill (No. 340) 


** to provide for the construction of amilitary road | 


in the Territory of Utah.’’ 
The bill was read through. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We do not know | 
| what kind of a road this is to be—whether a turn- || 


pike or railroad. 


Mr. BERNHISEL. “It is to be a military road. | 


Mr. JONES, Yes, sir, a‘ military road.’’ I 


| move that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Mr. BERNHISEL. I hopethat motion may 
not prevail. The road is very much needed. 
The question was taken, and the House refused 


to lay the bill upon the table; there being, on a | 
| division—ayes 24, noes not counted, i} 
Mr. McMULLIN (unanimous consent, being 

|, given) said: I would like very well to have some 
i] seprenngon of this bill, 


r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


ginia has the floor by unanimous consent. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


egate from Utah that it is a wagon road. Iam 


not disposed to make opposition; but it seems to 
me that we ought not to pass a bill in this way, 


without any kind of explanation. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, it 
| was read the third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 


and nays upon the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the affirmative—yeas 83, nays 55; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C, Allen, 
Willis Allen, David J. Baily, Ball, Banks,. Belcher, Bell, 


Benson, Benton, Breckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Chamber 
lain, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Corwin, 


Dougall, Macy, Maxwell, Maya!!, Middieswarth, John G. 








| move the previous question upon | 


I demand || 
the previous question on the passage of the bill, | 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- | 


I understand from the Del- 


rocker, Curtig, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney,Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Fiorence- 
Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Har, 
ris, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, 
Hunt, —, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, Me- 
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Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Parke 
Preston, Ready, Reest, David Ritchie, Robbins Sabin’ 
Shower, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth Pred’ 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander fj. 


hens, Hestor L. Stevens, John I. Taylor, Nathaniel ¢ 


B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, and Westbrook—¢3 
NAYS—Mesers. Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Carpente 

Caskie, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, Dick, Dowdell’ 
Dunham, Bdmundson, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Flagler’ 
Goode, Greenwood, Hamilton, Hastings, Hillyear Hous 
ton, Johuson, Daniel T. Jones, George Wy”, Jones, J "Clancy 
Jones, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, Lilly, McCulloch, MecMui 
lin, Mace, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Orr, Peck, Penniy 

ton, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rogers, Ruffin, Ruasell, Sage, Seward, Shaw 
Samuel A. Smith, John J. Taylor, Tracy, Trou, Wit 
and Daniel B. Wright—S5. ; 


So the bill was passed. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN UTAH. 


The hext bill that came up for consideratioy 
was ‘*A bill to refund to the Territory of Utgh 
the expenses incurred by said Territory in sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities.” 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and having been engrossed, it was 
subsequently read the third time, and passed, 


SURVEYOR GENERALIN NEW MEXICo., 


The SPEAKER. The business next in ordy 
is Senate bill No. 220, being ‘* An act to establis) 
the office of surveyor general in New Mexico, to 

| grant donations to actual settlers therein, and for 
other purposes.”’ 

| Mr. HENN. I presume it is unnecessary ty 

take any action upon this bill, as we have already 

passed a bill of a similar character. I move that 

it be laid upon the table. 

The motion wasagreed to. 


CIVIL OFFICERS—MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
OF NEW MEXICO. 


| The bill next in order was House bill (No, 294) 
‘* for the payment of the civil officers employed in 
| the Territory of New Mexico while under mili- 
| tary government;’’ which was reported by the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with amendments. 
| The first amendment was then read, as follows: 
At the end of the first section, add the following 
| proviso: 
Provided, That under the provisious of this act no com 
i ensation shall be made to any officers of the Army of the 
| United States, for discharging the duties of any civil office in 
| the Territory of New Mexico. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| . 
|| The second amendment was to strike out the 
| following section: 


Faylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Walker, Walley, Bilis 


|| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to such agent 
as may be appointed to receive the same on behalf of the 
Territory of New Mexico, the sum of $12,008 64, the 
amount advanced from the treasury of said Pernitory in 
| part payment of the salaries of the civil officers aforesaid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
/ read a third time; and having been engrossed, it 
| was subsequently read the third time, and passed. 


UTAH BILL AGAIN. 


Mr. COBB. I dislike the one-man power. | 
| have been always opposed to it.. And as I have 
had the power, cans to impede or stop the 
progress of legislation on a certain bill here—l 
mean the bill which proposes to grant land and 
establish the office of surveyor general for the 
| Territory of Utah—I desire now to correct what 
{ have done in that regard. By my objection t 
| the consideration of that bill, I have, perhaps, 
defeated it;and I propose now to withdraw my ob- 
jection, provided | can doso. Thebill,1 believe, 
as amended, provides that the benefits of the act 
shall not extend to any person who shall now, of 
at any. time, hereafter, be the husband of more 
| than one wife. _Now, as I am desirous that the 
| majority shall always. govern, I am_ willing 
| withdraw. my objection, provided the House will 
‘take a vote on concurring in the, recommendation 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
‘| the Union, which is adverse to the bill. That 
| being done, then let some gentleman.make @ mo- 
‘| tion to strike out that provision, If it _be the de- 
| sire of the majority of the House,to strike out the 
| objectionable provision, why, then we ought (o 
| yield to the majority.. That is my opinion. — 
|” The SPEAKER. . Then, if there be no objec 


|| tion, the vote will be first taken on the report of 


'| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
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which is, that the bill referred to be re- 


Union; 


ted. 

, Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a point of order; and 
| premise by saying, that it is not as to this par- 
‘icylar case | raise the point; bit it is a question 
which frequently comes up, and ought to be defi- 
nitely settled. When a bill is presented to the 
House, and — is made to its consideration, 
and when the House passes from the considera- 
tion of such bill because of the objection, it is not 
competent, 1 contend, at a subsequent period, for 


‘he gentleman making the objectionto withdrawit. | 


The SPEAKER, The Chair at once compre- 
ends the force of the gentleman’s point of order, 
Hie gentieman is certainly correct with regard to 
the rule. A bill so objected to, and passed over, 
cannot be considered, except by the unanimous 
-onsent of the House Hence, the Chair, in put- 
ting the question, used the words ‘* if there be no 
objection ;”’ by which he meant that it required the 
unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. That is, so far as the bill is 
oncerned. But my point goes a little further, 
What | contend fort ia this: There may be twenty 
yentiemen in the House intending to object to a 
bill, and when one of them objects, the rest may 
leave the House, assured that the question cannot 


i 


come up again, and may be absent atthe time the | 


firat objector withdraws his objection. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that fact 
does not affect the principle; for it is competent 
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F. Maury, of the Navy, of a gold medal from his 
Majesty the King of Sweden. 
Mr. ORR. | ask that the last reported resolu- 


| tion may be put upon its passage. 


for the House to set aside its rules by unanimous | 


consent. Hence, in this case, the Chair decides 


that if it is the unanimous pleasure of the House, | 
the bill may be taken up; and in that case the first | 


yote will be upon the report of the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. DISNEY. My desire is to avoid all diffi- 
culty. | anticipated the objection, and I concur 
in the view presented by my colleague upon the 
Committee on Public Lands, [Mr. Coss.] But 
there is a difficulty yet in the way which | desire 
to get rid of. Ifthis bill should be taken up, under 


the arrangement made by the Housethis morning, | 


and debate should arise, it must goover. The bill 
is upon the Speaker’s table; and there are but a few 
bills ahead of it. In order to accomplish the ob- 
ject | have in view, and the common object of all, 
| move that the Hlouse proceed to the business 
upon the Speaker’s table. That will bring up the 
matter. 


The SPEAKER. 


the gentleman, the Chair states that it is the duty | 


of the Chair, no motion being made, to go to the 


Speaker’s table, and dispose of the private bills | 
It is the reg- | 


upon it, this being private bill day. 
ular order of business. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Are there 


not some other territorial bills to be acted upon? | 


The SPGAKER. There are not. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I understand that at the | 
last time the House had under consideration ter- || 


ritorial business, there was a bill reported making 
a grant of land to aid in the construction of a 
railroad in one of the Territories. 

The SPEAKER. It was not reported from the 
Committee of the Whole at all. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. There certainly was 
such a bill before the House. 


In reply to the remarks of | 


The SPEAKER. There is such a bill upon 


the Speaker’s table; but it belongs to the mornin 
hour. It is not a private bill, however, and woul 


not come up during the morning hour to-day, this | 


being private bill day. 
Mr. DISNEY. I make the motion that the 


a proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 


The SPEAKER. It is not necessar 
the motion, as that is the business 
body. 


to make 


SENATE BILLS. 


The following Senate bills were then taken from 
the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time 
aw respective titles, and referred as indicated 

elow: 

S. B. No. 400. An act for the relief of William 
Duer. Referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

S. R. No, 19. An act for the relief of Rebecca 
J. Birdsall. Referred to the Committeethe on 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


8. R, No..17, Ai resolution giving the consent | 


of Congress to the reception, by Lieutenant M. 





The resolution was read. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to inquire of those 
better acquainted with the proceedings of Con- 
gress than | am, wkether this resolution is not in 
contravention of the Constitution of the United 
States ? 

Mr. ORR. Itis to remedy that very difficulty 
that the resolution is introduced. tie cannot 
accept the medal without the consent of Congress. 

Mr. SKELTON: Can the majority of this 
House, or of Congress, authorize an act in viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States? 

The SPEAKER. The language of the Con- 
stitution is, if the Chair may be permitted to state 
it, ** without the consent of Congress.’’ It is 
therefore competent for Congress to give their 
consent. There can be no doubt of that fact. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the resolution will be 
passed without further objection. 

The resolution was then read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the Elouse resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering bills upon the Private Calendar. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 

Mr. LILLY. 
to withdraw from its files the papers in the case 
of Mary R. Adrian. 

Several Mempers. For what purpose? 

Mr. LILLY. If the House will permit me, I 
will state the reason. The papers were presented 
here for the purpose of perfecting the proof in the 
case. The application for relief, however, has 
been rejected by the committee to which it was 
referred, The applicants do not, so far as | am 
aware, intend to renew the claim; but thesepapers 
are valuable family relics, and it is for that reason 
that they wish to have them withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think copies had 
better be left with the House. 

Mr. LILLY. Certainly; that will be done. 

There being no objection, leave was granted for 
the withdrawal of the papers. 

Mr. HAVEN. I would ike to inquire what is 
the next bill in order upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. It is the Senate amendment 
to the resolution for an adjournment. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope that resolution will be 
taken up and disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. A motion is pending to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House, which 
must be first disposed of. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hen- 
DRICKS’s motion; and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think this House 
has done as much business as can be profitably 
performed to-day, and I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
proceed to the consideration of the business on 
the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, 
from the fact that the morning hour has not com- 
menced. 

Mr. JONES. Then I insist that the morning 
hour shall now commence. 


WEEKLY MAILS TO THE PACIFIC COAST. 


The SPEAKER. The consideration of a bill 
of the following title is the first business in order 


| during the morning: hour, which has now com- 


efore the | 


menced : 
H.R, No. 333. A bill to provide a weekly mail 


| service between the Atlantic States and San Fran- 


| cisco. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. _Is it in order to move that 


the House now proceed to the consideration of the 
business upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER... It is not, and it will not be 
in order until the morning hour has expired. 

The bill wae then read through. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. lt will be remembered 
by the House, that some six weeks ago the gentle- 


man feom Tennessee (Mr. Cuvrewwett} brought — 


forward a proposition for weekly mail service to 
California. At that time it seemed to be the almost 
unanimous wish of members to secure that weekly 


I ask the consent of the House | 
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mail service to the Pacific coast, which so much 
needed it. No objection was made, except to the 
terms of the gentleman's bill. After discussion 
on the measure, the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads took the subject under considera- 
uuon. ‘They prepared a bill—the one now before 
us—to meet the express views of the body, which 
they unanimously directed me to report. 

i will state that the Postmaster General, in his 
annual report, said that this service was required. 
It is Known, and it is unnecessary to debate the 
question, that the present mail service to Califor- 
nia 1s inadequate to the necessities of the country. 
Between the Atlantic cities we have a daily mail 
service; between the Pacific and those cities there 
is only a tri-monthly mail. It is true that a large 
amount is about being expended for the purpose 
of carrying a semi-monthly mail to California, 
The call for this weekly mail service is not only 
made vy the people of the Pacific, but it is also 
made by the people of the Atlantic States. It is 
essential for proper intercourse between the two 
sections of the Union. I shall not discuss the 
question. My only object is to have the measure 
understood. 

The bill now presented simply proposes that 
the Postmaster General shall advertise for pro- 
o0sals, and that he shall give the contract to the 
artes bidder. I wili not consume the time of the 
House by discussing the bill further at this time. 

Mr. FULLER. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from California what proportion of the expense 
now ineurred by the Government is reimbursed 
by the vessels already organized for the mail ser- 
vice? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I cannot state exactly, 
I will say that the amount of letter carriage is 
nearly double by the Panama route that carried 
by the Collins line to Liverpool, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from California, whether the bill which 
he proposes, and which is now under considera- 
tion, will interfere with the present mail contracts 
between the eastern cities and California? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Notat all 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have no objection to the bill 
then, and hope it will pass. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I hope the gentleman 
from California will withdraw the demand for the 
previous question so that I may offer an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL. I understand the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, and I 
would like to oblige him very much, but | cannot 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
His proposition has already been considered and 
voted down. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. | hope my friend from 
California will allow the amendment to be read for 
the information of the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The previous question having 
been demanded cuts off all amendments; but if no 
objection is made the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee will be read for information. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I hope the amend- 
ment will be entertained by unanimous consent. I 
desire it to come in at the end of the sixteenth 
section. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 


Provided, That the contract shall be according to time, 
and not to exceed fourteen days from port to port. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object, 

The previous oo was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The question then being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read the third time, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. CuurncHWELL 
and Vai. were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 68, noes 53. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed, it 
was subsequently read the third ume. 
| ‘The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr, JONES, of Tentiessee, demanded the 
yeas and nays, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered . 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. As the previous 
| question has not’ been moved on the passage of 
1] the bill, it is in order, | presume, to make some 
\| remarks upon it. 
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The SPEAKER. 
not been moved, and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky hae a right to address the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from California, [Mr. McDoveatt], if 
he is able to answer me, for my own recollection 
is not very accurate on the subject—what is the 
amount which we now pay for the transportation 
of the mails between the Atlantic coast and Cali- 
fornia: 

Mr. McDOUGALL. We pay about $384,000 
on this side of Panama, and $342,680 on the other 
side. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
amount? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. About $716,000. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ama friend to this 
bill, and will give a single reason for my being so. 
We are paying now about $716,000 annually for 
the transportation of the mails between the Atlan- 
uc coast and California, and that is fay a semi- 
monthly mail. This bill proposes to double the 
service, making it a weekly mail, which | think is 
little enough between the Atlantic and Pacific coast, 
and to pay therefor $250,000 per year. We would 
thus get double as much mail service for $250,000 
as we now get for $716,000, which shows the ad- 
vantage of putting out these contracts to the lowest 
bidder; for | presume that the gentlemen from 
California, [Messrs, McDovca.i and Latnam,] 
who are chiefly interested in this arrangement, 
are confident that the service can be performed 
at that price, 

Now, I believe that we ought to have a weekly 
mail service between the Atlantic and Pacific coast, 
and | am willing to vote for this bill per se. But 
I call the attention of the House to the fact, that 
consequent on the passage of this bill, we ought to 
break up the existing arrangements for the bi- 
monthly transportation of these mails, and put 
that service up to the lowest bidder, so that we 


What is the whole 


may get the service which now costs us something | 


about $716,000 annually, performed for $250,000. 
By this means, we will get the weekly service at 
a good deal less than that which we now pay for 
the bi-monthly service under the old arrangement. 
Mr. LATHAM. I wish to say a word in reply 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Breckin- 
nipce.)] Thereisa bill now pending before this 
body contemplating the rescinding of the present 
mail contract via the Panama route. This bill 
was introduced by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, [Mr. ri 
and will no doubt be acted upon this session. 
am in favor of such rescinding, provided it can 
be done with justice to the contractors, and in ac- 
cordance with the dignity of our Government. I 
would not be in favor of the Government doing 


The previous question has | 


| Starofthe West.May 


Star of the West. Mar. 13, °54 George Law...Mar. 14, 754 
Northern Light..Mar. 25, °54 Ohio..........-Mar. 29, 954 
Star ofthe West.April 9, 54 George Law...Apri 9, °54 
Northern Light... April 25, 54 Hlinois....... -April 25, °54 
9, °54 George Law....May 9, °54 
Northern Light..May 25, 54 limois.........May 25, 754 

* Caused by the break-down of the Georgia. 

+ Loss of the Winfield Seott on the Pacific, immedtately 
replaced by another steamer, brought six days later news. 

t Accident to the Georgia. 


New Yor, May 3), 1654. 


This table was given to me by a gentleman 
connected with the Panama route, who vouched 
for its correctness; and I feel bound in honor to 
correct my previous error. 

I feel deep anxiety in this bill, Mr. Chairman, 
as do my colleagues and our constituents. There 


| has been no bill before Congress of so much im- 


| consideration. 


portance to the present commercial prosperity and 

wants of the Pacific coast as the one now under 
Sir, if there had been a week] 

mail between the Atlantic and Pacific coast, aad 


| of the rain and commercial prostration which has 


occurred from the trade between the same would 
have been obviated. The supply and demand in 
trade between the Atlantic cities and San Fran- 
cisco has been almost always disproportionate, 
and great loss has necessarily ensued. Every 
member within the sound of my voice has con- 


| stituents who are interested in this matter ina 


| 


anything which she would not be compelled to do | 


by strict legal and equitable principles. But if it 
can be done honorably to all parties, then this 
The mail can be 
carried, in my opinion, weekly, for half a million 
per annum. 
service for $300,000 less than is now paid for a 
semi monthly service, 1 believe, at this time, the 
present company which has the large contract, if 
the bids were to be received again, would carry 
the mail weekly for $500,000 per annum. And I 
further believe that there would be competition 
among the different companies. While here, let 
me say that, when this wales was up a few days 
since, in considering the bill of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, {Mr. Cuvarcuweu,] | said that the 
Nicaragua line was far more expeditious than 
the Panama line, and that the latter was invariably 
behindhand from three to fivedays. I am satisfied 
I did the Panama line injustice; and I have a table 
here which shows correctly, as | am informed, the 
time made by these two routes since September, 
1853: 


Comparative Statement. 


That would give us a weekly mail | 


greater or less degree, and | do trust they will co- 


| operate in carrying out this measure. 


This bill stands on its own merits, and should 
not be made to rest on the merits or demerits of a 
contract made in 1849, when it was difficult to get 


/any one to accept a contract to carry the mail 


| These things should be considered. 


between New York and San Francisco. It was 
difficult to find the capital, and still more difficult 
to find men willing to hazard it in an enterprise at 
that time fraught with danger and vicissitudes. 
And it also 
should be considered that the present people of 
California, and the commerce of that country, had 
nothing to do in making the present eontraet, and 
ought not to suffer from bad legislation, over which 
they had no control. I sincerely trust the bill will 


| pass, and an act of simple justice be done to Cali- 


| munication 


fornia. 1 yield to the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Barry. ] 

Mr. BARRY. I entirely agree with the gentle- 
man as to the importance of a frequent mail com- 
between the two oceans. But we 
have a contract already on hand, by which we 
pay $750,000 for a semi-monthly mail. It is pro- 
posed to let that stand, and add $250,000 for an- 
other semi-monthly mail. 

Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) We pay $738,000, 
besides the Isthmus transportation, which amounts 


| to over $100,000, which makes it $838,000. 


| reduce the mail facilities 


Mr. BARRY. 
over $800,000. 


Then it will all amount to 
Now, sir, | am not anxious to 
between the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts one particle. On the contrary, 
1 would vote to give them every dollar they now 
have, if we could not get the mails transported 
without it. 
semi-monthly mail for $250,000, by rescinding 
this contract. Therefore we ought, before we 
vote one dollar more to increase the burden of the 
Post Office Department, to rescind the contract 
already in existence. It would be unjust in the 
last degree to pass this bill in the present state of 
the finances of that Department of the Govern- 


| ment, without the certainty of the rescission of 


Nicaragua Arrival at Panama Mail Arrival.at 
Steamer. New York. Steamer. New York. 
Star of the West.Sept. 9,°53 Tilinois......... Sept. 10, 53 
Northern Light. .Sept. 26, °53 Crescent City..*Oct. 5, °53 
Star ofthe West.Qct.  9,°53 Tilinois....2....0et. 10, 53 
Northera Light..OQct, 27,°53 Ohio...... ++«-sOct. 28, 537 
Star ofthe West.Nov. 9%, °53 George Law....Nov. 9, 753 
Prometheus. .... Nov, 29, °53 Dlinois......... Nov. 28, °53 
Star ofthe West. Dec. 13, 53 George Law....Dec. ‘14, °53 

Itinois........: tJan. 5, °54 
Siar ofthe West.Jan. 8, 54 George Law...Jan. 8, 754 
Northern Light..Jan. 24,54 Ohio....,......Jan. 29, “54 


Star of the West. Feb. 


Northern Light... Feb. 23, 54 Empire City....{Mar. 4, °54 | 


9, °54 George Law...Feb. 10, 54 || ¥ 


the other contract. If you can rescind that con- 
tract, you can get, for the $850,000, a communi- 
cation between the two oceans, not only by a 
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But we can provide California with a | 


semi-monthly, but, perhaps, by a semi-weekly | 


mail. 

Weall know that contracts never go backwards. 
The Coliins line, while making a fortune by its 
contract with the Government, obtaining interest 
beyond what could be obtained by any other in- 


BE. 


June 17, 


_less you have them in your power, it is an 
lute absurdity to expect it. 

If there is away by which we can abrogateth; 
$750,000 contract, then I think we had better de 
lay the passage of this bill until we can act y “ 
that proposition. Let us dissolve this contract : 
once, and the question will arise as to how much 
we shall pay a new contractor. If that be done I 
repeat, that I do not see any necessity for dimin 
ishing the amount paid for this service, | in 
willing that this amount should be paid for secy,. 
ing proper mail facilities with California, and | 

think by adopting this course the gentleman from 
California will be able to secure a better bargain 
than he will get by this bill. I am_ willing ang 
anxious to see the expenses of the Post Office 
Departinent reduced in many particulars, but not 


abgo. 


_inthis. Ido not think the public interest requires 


that any reduction should be made in this instance 
I would like to have it ascertained what power we 
have over thiscompany. If, therefore, this bill he 
laid aside informally for the present, I will Vote 
for abrogating the present contract, if it is in oyr 
power to do it. Letus dispose of that matter firs: 
and then I will vote for appropriating the same 
amount of money to secure a proper mail service 
to that State. I would be willing to accede to such 
a proposition, and I believe a majority of the 
House would so vote. 

Mr. MACE. I will say to my friend from Cat. 


| ifornia, inasmuch as this bill has been connected 


with the other mail service to California, which 
the committee, of which | am a member, have 


| under consideration, that I am decidedly in favor 


of it. 


It will be recollected that near the com- 
mencement of the present session, the House 
raised a specia} committee to inquire into the ex. 
penses and frauds growing out of our mail steamer 
service. In consequence of the business in which 
the House has been engaged, we have been unable 


| to bring our report before them for their consider- 


ation; but, sir, I will state to the House that in- 
vestigations have been prosecuted by that com- 
mittee sufficiently to enable them to understand 
the true condition of that service. We shall be 


enabled to present to the House im a few days— 


especially if the House should grant us a clerk 
for the committee—some astounding facts in refer- 
ence to the frauds and swindles which have grown 
out of this whole service from its mception down 
to the present time. After that shall have been 
done—and I pledge myself that it shall be done 
most effectually—the very proposition which that 
committee will present to the House will be the 
means of enabling the gentleman from California 
to pass this bill perhaps without a dissenting voice. 

And I will say to the gentleman from California, 
further, that if the Collins steamer system shall 
be continued, so far as the service between New- 
York and California is concerned, I undertake to 
say that this House will not appropriate $250,000 
in addition, as is contemplated in this bill, for this 
service. Asa friend of the bill, therefore, I would 
suggest that it be passed over informally for the 
present, and let the House investigate this sub- 


| ject, which they have referred to our committee, 


to the bottom. Let them ferret out all the frauds 


| which have been perpetrated from the inception of 


this mail service down to the present time. It 


| will be shown that these companies have eon- 


stantly been receiving money from the Govern- 
ment outside that which they properly receive 
under the contract, for which they have never ac- 


| counted to the Government. 


Mr. ORR. I would ask the gentleman from 
Indiana, who is the chairman of the eommittee to 
which he refers, whether that committee has con- 


'| sidered how the Government is to be relieved from 


vestment in the country, came here and asked an | 


increase of that compensation, and Congress nearly 
doubled it. 


panies cannot be restrained by this House, except | 


by keeping them where they now are, and getting 
from them all weare entitled to, before listening to 
their demands. They have an influence upon this 
House which will overwhelm it, unless resisted; 


and as you have them not in your power, you can- | 


not induce them to yield one dollar of the money 


the existing contract with this company for carry- 
ing the mail between New York and California? 


| As lL understand the law, the original contract was 


These railroad and steamship com- | 


made for ten years, and the price stipulated to be 
paid was to be continued for that time, unless the 
Government took the vessels belonging to the 
company ata valuation. There were certain pre- 
requisites which it was necessary should be com- 


_ plied with by the company. The company were 


hich they have extorted from you, either by | 


to build a certain number of steamers of a par- 
ticular yin, 0 I desire to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, whether his committee have 
investigated the question as to how far the con- 
tractors have complied, on their part, with the 
contract? I take it, thatif they have notcomplied 


fraud, persuasion, or in any other manner. Un- |) with it, we may at once rescind the contract. If 
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wney have complied with the contract, then the 

saly way in which we can get clear of it is by 

king the steamers at a valuation. wes 

7 Mr. MACE. I take great pleasure in inform- 

no the gentleman, that with no requirement of the 

-ontract has the company complied, neither as to | 
the tonnage of the steamers, the time of service, 

sor anything else. In no particular has the law 

een complied with, from its enactment down to 

ihe present time. 7 | 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to ask the 
-entieman a question at that point. Has not the 
Government accepted all the vessels, and thus 
waived any rights it may have had in consequence 
of a non-fulfillment of the requirements of the | 
contract ? 

Mr. MACE. In answer to the gentleman from 
Alabama, | will remark, that so far as the action 
of Congress is concerned, | find nothing of accept- 
ance. | find a commodore, lieutenant, or captain, 
has made acceptance, but I do not think that 
acceptance binds the Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I do not understand that 
the contracts are required to be submitted to Con- 
ress. «Lt is submitted to the Navy Department. 
ifthe steamers are built in conformity to the law 
and the contract, the Secretary of the Navy re- 
norts as to that fact, and then the Postmaster Gen- 
eral does or does not make acceptance. 

Mr. MACE. In regard to that point I will 
inform the House that propositions were made to 
the Government of the United States to construct 
steamers of certain dimensions, for the perform- | 
ance of certain mail service. The first contracts 
expressly specified that the requirements one and 
all, should be fulfilled by the contractors. Some 
modifications were made afterwards, and the Col- 
lins Steamer Company was relieved from a certain 
portion of their original contract. As I have | 
already remarked, if | had time, | could most con- | 
clugvely show that in almost every essential, as 
to size of the vessels, tonnage, value, commence- 
ment of mail service, number of trips, &c., these 
companies have all violated the law every six 
months, since the making of the contracts down | 
to the present time. I can demonstrate, | think, | 
beyond all controversy, and to the satisfaction of | 
the House, that Congress has the indisputable | 
right to annul all these contracts, and at any time. 

Mr. BARRY. I would ask permission of the 
gentleman to submit an amendment. When he 
concludes | may not be able to get the floor. ; 

Mr. MACE. I yield to the gentleman for the || 
purpose indicated. 

TheSPEAKER. The bill having been ordered 
to be engrossed, amendment is not now in order. | 
The amendment will be read, by unanimous con- 
sent, for information. 

There was no objection, and it was read, as fol- 
lows: 


Add the following proviso : 

Provided, That this act shall not take effect nntil the 
present contract for carrying the mail between New York 
and California is rescinded. 


Mr. BARRY. If there be no objection, I pre- | 
sume the amendment can be received. 

The SPEAKER. Itcan be received by unani- | 
mous consent only. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 1 object. 

Mr. MACE. I would again remark that it | 
would be an advantage to the Pacific mail service | 
not to press the consideration of this bill at the 
present time. I do know that there are facts con- 
nected with this service which should be laid be- 
fore the House and country. When we are in | 
possession of those facts, and ascertain theground 
upon which we stand, there will be no difficulty || 
in affording California much better facilities than || 
she now has, I feel as deep an interest in afford- | 
ing increased mail facilities to that region of coun- 
try as any gentleman possibly can; but [ think it 
entirely premature to appropriate $250,000 for 
that service at thistime. {think that such an ap- 
propniation, under the circumstances of the case, 
would be wrong; and I do not believe that the bill 
ought to pass at present. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. J wish to reply to the || 
gentlemen who have made objections to this bill, | 
and to give the reasons why I have thought it pru- 
dent and wise to bring the measure forward now, 
without waiting for the action of Congress upon the 
measure abrogating the present contract. 1 took || 
pains toascertain whether, if those contracts were || 
abrogated, we could then contract for a weekly 1 
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service to California; and I find that no one of the 
companies organized and now running steamers 
to Aspinwall or San Juan, can do more than make 
bi-monthly trips, and there can be no competition. 
A weekly service would require four trips a month 
both ways, and therefore it would be necessary, 
if this contract were abrogated, to provide for two 
bi-monthly contracts. If we are to have weekly 
service, it will in no respect intérfere with exist- 
ing contracts, or the making of new ones. No 
contract can be made for weekly service with 
any company except the Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company; they have both ships, capital, and 
power to perform such service. We propose now 
a bi-monthly service; and, on the abrogation of 
the present contract, a new contract providing 
also for bi-monthly service; thus providing weekly 
service. 

Now, I want to say to the House, that the ex- 
isting contract was made some years since. Calli- 
fornia was not then a State of this Union, and had 
no Representatives upon this floor. If that con- 


| tract is not a wise ‘and provident one, the Pacific 


coast is not responsible for it. We are entitled 
to this service. Weask it as a matter of right. 
It was the duty of this Government to furnish us 
with proper mail facilities. You have not done 
it. This weekly mail service is demanded alike 
by the entire commercial interests of the Atlantic 
coast as of the Pacific coast. We are in no sense 
responsible for the mal-legislation of Congress 
years ago, and before we had any voice in this 
Capitol. But, because an improvident contract 
was made by a previous Congress, we are told by 
gentlemen, Representatives here, that our rights 
are to be withheld from us—our necessities over- 
looked. I think that it would be an injustice to 
us. The decision is unjust, and the reasoning 
unsound. 

Mr. Speaker, we of California are not princi- 
pally interested in this question. The great com- 
mercial interests of the Atlantic sea-board are more 
deeply interested in it than ourselves. That we 
should have intercommunication between the At- 
lantic and Pacific is of the first importance to these 
commercial interests. Now, gentlemensay to us, 
we must wait till the existing mail arrangements 
are canceled. But, I ask, why wait till the law 
passes abrogating the present contract? Who is 
there on this floor that has the right to say that 
that contract can or will be abrogated? There is, 
first, the tribunal of this House for the question 
to pass, and there is then the tribunal at the other 
end of the Capitol, and then there is the President, 
and after all there is an appeal by this company to 
the courts of law. Sir, | have examined tliis con- 
tract, and 1 am not very clear, from the present 
state of facts, that it can be abrogated in one year, 
or in two years. And are wesuil to have only 
this bi-monthly mail service to California up to the 
year 1859? For the reasons that are alleged now 
against this bill will hold as good all that time as 
they do to-day. 

Gentlemen say that individually they are in 
favor of this abrogation of the existing contract. 
They wish to see it abrogated if it can be justly 
done, but for my part | am not certain that we 
have the power to abyogate it; and moreover I do 
not believe that any law abrogating that contract 
will pass Congress. If it pass this body | be- 
lieve it will not pass the body at the other end of 
the Capitol. No one will deny that it would be 
an injustice, where the necessities of commerce 
cail for these increased mail facilities, to compel 
us, because we cannot pass a law atrognin these 
contracts, to wait till its expiration. Now, 1! wish 
the House to understand that this bill in no way 
interferes with the existence of this contract or 
with its abrogation. The bill provides that the 


| contracts for the weekly mail service are to be let 
| to the lowest bidder for cash. ; 
_ the bi-monthly service have not been made in this 


The contracts for 


manner. At any rate, if the present contracts are 
not fulfilled new ones have to be made. There is 
no difficulty about passing this law whether you 
sustain or abrogate the present contract. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I made some re- 
marks just now in @ spirit friendly to this bill, but 
at the same time looking to the abrogation of the 
existing contract. The House is indebted to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. McDovueatt} for 
the candor with which he expressed his opinion 
with regard to the existing contract. And I now 
make a suggestion to him and the House, still in 
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a spirit of friendship to this measure, and to the 
proposition for additional mail facilites between 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. I tell my friend 
from California that | believe it is hopeless for him 
to expect the House to vote this $250,000 a year 
for additional mail facilities between the two coasts 
unless there is a pretty distinct and clear under- 
standing that the existing contrac: will be abro- 
gated. Because while we now pay some $740,000 
annually for semi-monthly mail service, the Houre 
will not be willing to add an amount which would 
make it about $1,000,009, especially after having 
made the discovery that the same sort of service 
can be got weekly, at $250,000 per annum, less 
than one third of what is now paid for semi- 
monthly service. 

1 believe that the existing contract can be abro- 
gated. The slight examination that | have given 
the subject, leads me to that belief. And | make 
this suggestion to the gentleman from California 
and the House, as well for the benefit of the coun- 
try as for that of the gentleman’s constituency. | 
suggest to him that he move to postpone this 
question to a day certain, and that he make ar- 
rangements, in the mean time, to connect with 
this bill a proposition for abrogating the existing 
contracts, and to put the mail service on a perma- 
nent footing by which we will be able to get weekly 
service for $500,000 per annum, instead of getting 
it, as under this bill, and the other contracts, for 
upwards of a million of dollars; which would thus 
cut down the expenditure of the mail service be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Pacific, more than half 
a million of dollars, and give them exactly the 
same service which they expect to get under this 
new contract. I believe, if the gentleman does 
that, he will succeed in vetting the facilities which 
he desires. If my friend declines todo it, I take 
the liberty of saying, I do net think this bill will 
pass. 

Mr. OLDS. I believe we ought to have a 
weekly mail service between the Atlanue and 
Pacific coast; and the only question at this time 
is this: whether the proposition of the committee 
shall be postponed until you abrogate the existing 
contract, or whether you will give these additional 
mail facilities without reference to the existing 
contract, 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads reported a bill some months since, not only 
abrogating the existing contract for the transpor- 
tation of the mail between New York and San 
Francisco, but also the contract for the transpor- 
tation of the mail between New York and Liver- 
pool. They are connected in one bill. 

Now, | believe we have the power, under the 
contracts, and by their terms, to abrogate them. 
It is true, sir, that the steamships put upon the 
line between New York and Panama, and alsv 
between Panama and San Francisco, have been 
accepted by the Secretary of the Navy. But not- 
withstanding they have been accepted, the very 
terms of the contract, it appears to me, permit us 
to abrogate them by taking the ships at an ap- 
praisement, one appraiser to be selected by the 
company, one by the Secretary of the Navy; and 
if those two cannot agree, they are to select a 
third. 

Perhaps it will be recollected by the members 
of this Santen that some two months ago the 
president of the Aspinwall and Pacific Coast Mail 
Steamship Company—l am not sure that such is 
the title, but it makes no difference—placed upon 
the tables of the members of this House,a memo- 
rial in which he claims that we have no power to 
abrogate this contract. We have the power, he 
says, to take the ships, if demanded for the ser- 
vice of the United States; but he claims that the 
power to take those ships does not give the 
power to abrogate the mail contract. He says 
they have other ships, and that if we take 
the ships now in service, they wil! still perform 
their contract for carrying the mail. He also 
claims that there is no power given in the contract 
itself to abrogate it. He predicates that upon 
a modification of the contract, in which he says 
Congress reserved to itself the power to abrogate 
it by a certain time. It seems“to me that he 
wholly misapplies the terms of the second con- 
tract, im that it does not have reference to the 
abrogation by Congress of the contract itself, but 
an abrogation within a certain time or a certain 
portion of the services. 

A bill has been reported by the committee, and 
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I believe we have the power to take those vessels. 
We are paying over a quarter of a million of dol- 
lars more annually for a semi-monthly mail service 
than we should be required to pay, if this contract 
were abrogated, for a weekly service. We could 
get a weekly service for half a million of dollars, 
while we are paying more than half a million for 
a semi-monthly service. Although the United 
States might lose by taking these ships at an ap- 
praisement, yet 1 think the Government had better 
take them, even if they had to sink them in the 
ocean, and bring the contract to an end. 

| know the feeling seems to be that it would be 
better first to act upon the proposition to abolish 
the existing contract. But, sir, independent of 
that proposition, I think we should have a weekly 
mail service between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
I am in favor of establishing that service, whether 
the original contract is abrogated or not. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have but one 
word to say. Some gentlemen,in the course of 
this discussion, have told us that we had better ab- 
rogate the existing contract before we act upon 


this bill to establish anew one. Now, sir,to my 
mind there is a very clear reason why we should 
act upon this measure before we take any steps 


toward the abrogation ofthatcontract. If wetake 
the Jatter step without [first entering into a new 
one, we shall find ourselves without any provision 
for the transmission of the mail to California, and 
the result may be that we shall be compelled to 
pay a much higher price for doing the same 
service, to either the samecompany or a new one, 
than we now pay. Let us commence, there- 
fore, with a semi-monthly mail, and then abrogate 
the old contract, and we shall be as well off as we 
were before. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to ask the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brecxinninee,} 
who wishes us to make the passage of this bill 
dependent upon the abrogation of the old contract, 
whether the mail service for California does not 
require the establishment of a weekly mail? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will answer the 
question with pleasure. I think the increased com- 
munication between California and the eastern 
States is such, that a weekly mail ought to be 
established; but I did not say at any additional 
expense. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Now another question. 
if the wants of the service require the establish- 
ment of a weekly mail, is the fact that there has 
been previous mal-legislation any good reason for 
denying that weekly service? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I repeatthat I think 
we ought to have a weekly mail between Califor- 
nia and the Atlantic coast, and a daily mail be- 
tween the important cities of the United States; 
but | am not prepared to say that it should be es- 
tablished at any cost. That is an element that 
should be taken into consideration. 1am willing 
that a liberal compensation should be allowed; I 
would not be willing to pay five or ten millions 
a year for that service. Suppose we were paying 
$10,000,000 for a semi-monthly mail, and the gen- 
tleman from California should come forward and 
ask for $300,000 or $400,000 to establish a weekly 
mail, would not the amount we were already pay- 
ing be a good reason for not appropriating more? 
The admission that the Bervice is needed, is not 
an admission that we should pay whatever may 
be demanded for it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The gentleman has not 
replied to my last query. Suppose that, in pro- 
curing the establishment of a mail to California, 
we had sunk inthe sea $5,000,000 five years ago, 
would that be any good reason why we should 
not now havea proper mail service for California? 
And if, for the last five years, by improvident 
legislation, you havedrawn heavily on the Trens- 
ury, that is no reason why we should not have 
proper mail facilities. 

I would say, further, to the gentleman from 
Georgia, {Mr. Srepuens,] that [ think his sug- 
gestion is a very pertinent one. If wecommence 
by abrogating this contract, we shall then be 
thrown without Service, and a larger amount may 
be exacted than that row paid. You say that this 
Congress haw the power to abrogate these con- 
tracts. Very well. Then,asa matter of course, 
whenever Congress ‘sees fit to abrogate them, the 
Government will be absolved from all obligations 
in respect to them: ot 5 

But I protest against this legislation being made 


| made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 


/ communicating information, in compliance with a 
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dépendent on that abrogation. It is not, in m 
judgment, just or right todo so. I wish as well 
|as others to see these contracts abrogated. I 
desire to see the present burden removed; but 
there is no justice or right in making the proper 
mail service required by the country dependent 
| on the abrogation of bad legislation of past times. 
As it seems to Be the disposition of the House, 
I move that this bill be postponed till next Tues- 
day week, when it can be better considered. Then 
I shall insist that it shall not. be dependent on 
anything but its merits. The persons who have 
control of these other matters may, if they choose, 
bring them forward in the mean time. If they do 
80, very well. 
The question was taken; and Mr. McDoveauu’s 


| motion was agreed to. 


So the further consideration of the bill was 
postponed to next Tuesday week. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that we now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, so that action may be had on the 
resolution fixing the time of the final adjournment 
of this session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the morning 
hour expired? If it has not the gentleman’s mo- 
tion is not in order, 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
yet expired. There are still two or three minutes 
left of it. 

Mr. ORR. 
journ, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Parker and 
Vai were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 68, noes 70. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 68; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 


I move that the House do now ad- 


| David J. Bailey, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Benton, Boyce, 


Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain,Chas- 
tain, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Curtis, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dun- 
ham, Eddy, Edmundson, Jobn M. Elliott, English, Flor- 
ence, Fuller, Goode, Hamilton, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Houston, Ingersoll, Johnson, 
George W, Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 


| Kidwell, Lilly, Lindsley, MeMullin, Macy, John G. Mil- || 
| ler, Millson, Nichols, Olds, Orr, John Perkins,Pratt, Ready, | 
| Riddle, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Single 


ton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. | 
Stevens, John J. Taylor, Vail, Walker, Wells, and Daniel 


| B. Wright—77. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
Benson, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Chrisman, Cor- 
win, Thomas Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Edmands, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Flagler, 
Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Hillyer, Howe, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, 
Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Preston, Prin- 
gle, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 
Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Wade, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Witte—68. 


And thereupon (at ten minutes before four 
o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned till Monday 
at twelve o’clock, m. } 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 19, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mirsvry. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary, of the Nayy, 


ate, in relation to the establishment of a naval 
depot at or near the town of Beaufort, in the State 
of North Carolina; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior 


resolution of the Senate, in relation to the employ- 
ment of Luther Blake to remove the Indians from 
Florida; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 
Also, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
ade in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- || 


ate, in relation to the establishment of a naval | 
depot at Newport, Rhode Island; which was or- | 


‘| dered to lie on the table, and be printed. | 


OBE. 


$y 


' ing a plan for harbor defense by means of a 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEW ARD presented the memorial of Stew 
art Sanderson, of Waterport, New York, Propos. 
0 float 
battering ram, thirteen of which he says would bf 
capable of guarding the coast of the United States 
from Maine to Texas against all the fleets of Eu. 
rope, without firing a gun or losing a man; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

Mr. HUNTER presented a petition of citizen, 
of the United States professing the Jewish religion 
praying that measures may be taken to secure to 
American citizens, of whatever creed, travelin or 
residing abroad, a just degree of civil and religious 
freedom; which was referred to the Committee op 
Foreign: Relations. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Portsmouth 
Virginia, praying a reduction of the rates of ocean 
jostage; which was referred to the Committee op 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of John Freeman and others 
of Portsmouth, Virginia, praying relief from Con. 
gress, in view of sacrifices by reason of having 
been incarcerated in Dartmoor prison daring the 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred 
tu the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FISH. presented resolutions of the corpo. 
rate authorities of the city of New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal or a material change in 
lhe plan of the assay Office in that city, now estab. 
lished by law; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. f 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented a memo- 
rial of citizens of Memphis, Tennessee, praying 
the repeal or suspension of the duty on railroad 
iron; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, presented the petition 
of J. J. Dyer and others, trustees of the Du. 


 buque Female College, lowa, praying a granj of 


land for the endowment of that institution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented a memorial of 
owners and occupants of lands within the Bastrop 
grant, in Louisiana, praying to be protected in 
their titles to said Jands; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, presented a 
petition of inhabitants of Newport, Kentucky, 
praying the reduction of the rates of ocean post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WADE presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of citizens of Columbus, Ohio, in 


| favor of a reduction of the rates of ocean postage; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of inhab- 
itants of the counties of Monroe and Livingston, 
New York, praying the exclusion, by the consti- 
tutional power of Congress, of slavery from the 
District of Columbia, and the Territories of the 
United States, and the repeal of the fugitive slave 


law; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Also, a petition of citizens of New York, praying 
that the public domain may be granted in limited 
quantities to actual settlers; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. ; 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Sandusky, Ohio, 
and a memorial of citizens of Bridgeport, Mich- 
igan, praying an appropriation of public land for 
the construction of a ship canal around the Falls 


of Niagara; which was referred to the Committee 
/on Commerce. 


Also, a petition of Gabriel Denton, praying that 


| further relief may be extended to the soldiers of 
_ the war of 1812; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee.o 


Pensions. 
Mr. BELL presented the memorial of James 
Selkirk, praying the settlement of his claim against 
the Mexican Government, for the forcible seizure 


and destruction of his vessel by the authoities of 
‘that Republic; which was referred to the Com- 


: > ittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the memorial 
of J. R. Powell, mail contractor in Alabama, pray- 
ing compensation for extra services; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, ee , 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, That the memoritil of 
withdrawn from the files of the 8S 
Committee on Claims, 


M. Evans be 
and referred to the 
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on motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was | 

Ordered, That Gibbons & Kelly have leave to withdraw | 
their petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That Ann Dudly and Margaret Chandler have 
jeave to withdraw their petitions and papers. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Agricul- 
ture, to whom was referred the memorial of Town- 
send Glover and others, peeing Conprese to pur- 
chase Glover’s collection of artificial fruits, now 
on exhibition at the United States Patent Office, | 
submitted a report on the subject; which was or- | 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, to whom was referred the bill from the } 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Jesse | 
R. Faulkner, of Missouri, reported it back with- | 
out amendment. | 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of John Reddin, late a | 
soldier in the Army, and discharged on account of || 
a disability, praying a pension, submitted an ad- | 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. : | 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
Senate instructing that committee to inquire into | 
the expediency of creating an additional collection 
district in the State of California, reported a bill | 
creating a collection district in the State of Cali- 
fornia; which was read, and passed to a second | 
reading. 

Mr, SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom were referred five petitions 
of widows of officers of the Army who have died 
in the service since the war with Mexico, and 
most of them of disease contracted during the | 
war, praying to be allowed half pay for five years, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions; which was agreed to. 

BRIDGES ACROSS THE POTOMAC. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- | 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of discon- | 
tinuing alfurther appropriations for the erection or repairs | 
of bridges across the Potomac river on the sites heretofore 
recognized as such, and of fixing upon some one or two | 
sites, either of which would better accommodate all of the || 
parties benefited by the existence of a bridge across that | 
river within and Opposite the said District, and report to 
this body at the earliest day practicable, such site or sites, | 
and the requisite plans for the erection of such bridge or | 
bridges, and the expenses thereof, respectively, as would | 
combine safety, suitableness, permanency, and ultimate 
economy to the public T'reasury. ; 

E. A. F. LAVALETTE. 

Mr. MASON. 1 am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred a 
bill from the House of Representatives for the | 
relief of Captain E. A. F. Lavalette, of the Uni- 
ted States Navy, to report it back, and recommend 
its passage. | ask the unanimous consent of the | 
Senate to have the bill considered now. It is to 
refund to this officer $246 which he paid while civil 
and military Governor at Mazatlan, during the | 
Mexican war, to an interpreter whose services 
were necessary. I think there can be no objection 
to it. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. | 
No amendment being proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate without amendment, ordered to a | 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


ABIGAIL STAFFORD. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which, on Friday last, the joint resolution ex- 
planatory of an act entitled ‘*An act for the relief | 
of Abigail Stafford’’ was rejected. I will not ask | 
for the consideration of the motion now, but | 
merely that it be entered on the Journal. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be so entered. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, | 
announcing that they had passed the joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate giving the consent of Congress | 
to the acceptance, by Lieutenant M. F. Maury, | 
of the Navy, of a gold medal from his Majesty | 
the King of Sweden, and the Senate bill to au- 1 
thorize the issue of registers to vessels owned by | 
the Accessory Transit Company. l 
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_ Also, that they had passed the following bills, 
in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

Bill for the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clinton 
county, Indiana; 

Bill to increase the salaries of the Executive 


and judicial officers of Oregon, New Mexico, | 


Utah, Washington, and Minnesota; 


Bill making appropriations in reference to the | 


Ca 


‘use war in Oregon; 
ill to establish the office of cena general 
of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to grant 


donations to actual settlers therein, and for other | 


purposes; 

Bill to extend the right of preémption over the 
unsurveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other 
purposes; 


Bill to authorize the President to cause to be | 
surveyed the tract of land inethe Territory of ¥ 


Minnesota, belonging to the half-breeds or mixed 


bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, | 


and for other purposes; 

Bill to provide for the continuation of a military 

road from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburgh, in Oregon; 

Bill to authorize the Secretary of War to settle 

and adjust the expenses of the Rogue River In- 
dian war; 

Bill to provide for the construction of a military 

road in the Territory of Utah; 

Bill to refund to the Territory of Utah the ex- 
enses incurred by said Territory in suppressing 
ndian hostilities; : 

Bill for the payment of the civil officers em- 

war in the Territory of New Mexico while 
under military government; and 


Bill to amend the act approved September 27, | 


1850, to create the office of surveyor general of 

the public lands in Oregon, &c., and also the act 

amendatory thereof, approved February 19, 1853. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. MALLORY. | ask the indulgence of the 
Senate to take up this morning the bill reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs **to improve 
the naval-service.’’ It is a brief bill, and I think 
we can readily get through with it before the 


| morning hour is finished; and unless it be taken 


up in this way I doubt very much whether we 
shall be able to get it before the Senate. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. 
The bill originally reported from the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, prescribed the number and pay | 
of the officers in each grade, provided for a retired | 
and furloughed naval list, for an increase of the 


Marine Corps, for the establishment of a Bureau 


of Equipment, Orders, and Detail, and for the | 
appointment of a judge-advocate for the naval | 
It also made provision for the details | 


service. 
necessary to carry out these objects. 
Mr. Mattory, on the 3lst of May, vy direc- 


tion of the committee, submitted an amendment | 


to strike out all of the original bill after the enacting 
clause, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
That the grade of flag officer is hereby established, and 


| that there shall be twenty flag officers, sixty-eight captains, 
and seventy commanders in the naval service, and the pay | 


of flag officers shall be as follows: On sea service the same 


| as now allowed to the senior captain. All other pay allowed 


them shal! be the same as that of other captains. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no appointment 


of masters not in the line of promotion shall hereafter be | 


made ; and the grade of passed midshipman shall be abol 


ished. One hundred and seventy-five of the masters now | 


in the line of promotion, and of the passed midshipmen, 
shall be commissioned as masters. Midshipmen and acting 
midshipmen, including those at the academy, shall not ex- 
ceed three hundred and thirteen, of whom one shall be 
appointed from each congressional district and Territory of 


| the United States, upon the recommendation of the Repre- 


sentatives and Delegates thereof respectively; two from 


each State upon the recommendation of the Senators | 
thereof respectively, and ten shall be appointed by the | 


President at large. 

Src. 3. wind be it further enacted, That before any 
change of the grades aforesaid shall take effect, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy shall cause each captain, commander, 
lieutenant, medical officer, and parser, to report, under 
such regulations as he may prescribe, the officers of their 


respective grades who are qualified ‘o perform efficiently all | 
i hans his scrutiny of | 


their duties ashore and afloat; and / 
such reports as may be filed in the Department within six 


months after notice issued to said officers, the Secretary, | 
with the approval of the President, shall retire, or perma- | 


nently furlough, or drop from the service, all officers who, 
in his ju nt, are not so qualified. And of the officers 
80 furl 
be entitled to wear the naval uniform. Retired and per- 
manently furloughed officers shall, from the date of their 
retirement and furlough, be out of the Navy, and their 
places shali be supplied by regular promotion by seniority 


ed or retired, those on the retired list only shal! || 
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ofrank. The Secretary of the Nary may, upen the appli- 
eation of any officer of the Navy, place him upon the re 
tired or permanent furlough list, if, in his judgment, he 
deem it consistent with the interests of the service. 

Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of every officer in command of any vessel of the Navy 
of the United States, upon the. termination of his cruise, to 
make a special report to the Secretary of the Navy upon 
the general conduct of the petty officers, seamen, ordinary 
seamen, landsmen, and boys, under his command on said 
cruise, and to designate by name those who are entitled, 
from their good conduct, to special notice; and, upor 
such reports, the Secretary of the Navy may annually 
select tea of said boys who may appear to him most de 
serving, and send them to the Naval Academy for educa- 
tion as midshipmen. And to each petty officer, seaman, 
ordinary seaman, landsman, and boy, so reported for good 
conduct, (provided that the number so reported from each 
ship shall not exceed one tenth of the crew the reuf,) the 
Secretary shall cause to be issued a certificate of con 
duct and character, in such form as he may preseribe, 
which certificate shall entitle every petty officer to three 
months’ extra pay, and an appropriate medal, to be devised 
by the Secretary, and every seaman, ordinary seaman, 
landsman, and boy, to three months’ extra pay, provided 
he shal) reénlist within three months. 

Sec. 5, nd be it further enacted, That an increase of 
ten hundred men shalt be made to the Marine Corps. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That, in addition to the 
bureaus now attached to the Navy Department, there shall 
be a bureau to be called the Bureau of Orders and Equip 
ment, to which shall be assigned the duties of equipping 
the vessels, and of supervising, registering, and detailing 
the officers and men of the naval service, and such other 
duties pertaining tothe service as the Secretary of the Navy 
may direct; and the orders of such bureau shall be con 
sidered as emanating from the Secretary of the Navy, and 
shall have full force and effect as such, and all the duties 
of said bureau shall be performed under his authority and 
supervision. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint a judge-advocate for the naval 
service, who shal] not be a naval officer, who shall be learned 
in the law, and who shall be attached to the Bureau of 
Equipment, Orders, and Detail, and who shall receive for his 
services three thousand dollars per annum and his travel- 
ing expenses; it shall be his duty to prepare, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, all charges and 
specifications of charges to be preferred before naval courts 
martial and courts of inquiry, and to keep accurate records 
thereof; to prepare specific instructions in each case to the 
act judge-advocate to be designated by him, under the 
direction uf the Secretary of the Navy; to codify and ar- 
range all the laws of Congress, and the rulings and decisions 
of the district, circuit, and Supreme Courts of the United 
States, touching courts-martial and courts of inquiry ; and 
to compile and submit to the Secretary of the Navy general 
instructions, forms, and principles applicable to them, and 
the manner of conducting them, and to preserve perfect reo- 
ords of all such courts, and of the cases heard or tried be- 
fore them: Provided, That nothing herein shall preclude 
commanders of squadrons On foreign stations from ordering 
such courts, when, in their opinion, the exigencies of the 
public service may demand them, under euch rules and 
regulations as said judge-advoucate general, with the appro 
bation of the Secretary of the Navy, may prescribe. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the chief of the 
bureau established by this act, be allowed the same frank- 
ing privilege as that conferred by law on the chiefs of the 
other bureaus; and the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, may here 
after appoint as chief of any bureau attached to the Navy 
Department, excepting the Bureaus of Provisions and 
Clothing, and Construction, and of Medicine and Surgery, 
any Officer at his discretion. 


Mr. MALLORY. The substitute was pre- 
pared by the committee, under the eye of the Sec 
retary of the Navy. I am directed by the eom- 
mittee to offer some amendments to it. The first 
ig to strike out the second section of the substi- 
tute, and insert, in lieu of it, the following: 


And be it further enacted, That no appointment of masters 
not in the line of promotion, shall hereafter be made ; and 
the recognition of passed midshipmen as a distinct class 
or grade is hereby abolished, and so much of all acts or 
parts of acts as recognizes such distinction, or —— to 
passed midshipmen any different pay than that of midship 
men is hereby repealed, from and after the time when 
the provisions of the next section hereof shall be carried 
into effect. The masters now in the line of promotion, 
and the passed midshipmen who shall remain in the ser- 
vice and not be promoted to the rank of lieutenant after 
the retirement provided by the next section, shall be com 
missioned as masters according to their present rank ; and 
if there thus remain more than seventy-four such officers, 
no new master shall be commissioned until the number 
shall be reduced below seventy-four, which number sha!! 
thereafter constitute the said grade of master. The duties 
of the said grade shall be such as the President of the Uni 
|| ted States shall prescribe. The number of midshipmen 
and acting midshipmen, including those at the Naval Acad 
emy, shall be determined as follows, to wit: one shall be 
appointed from each congressional district of the United 
States on the recommendation of the Representative there 
|| of, two-from each State on the recommendation of the Sen 
|| ators thereof reepectively, ten to be appointed by the Pres 
ident at large, and those authorized by this act to be selected 
from the boys of the Navy. 


} The next amendment was to insert in the third 


section of the substitute, after the provision that 
| the officers on the retired list shall be entitled to 
wear the naval uniform, the words *‘and shall 
|| have their names borne on the Navy register, but 


~> 
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as out of the line of promotion and of command, | gress shall commence on the first Monday in Oc- 
and shall not be counted as the number limited | tober. 


by law of their respective grade.”’ 


The next amendment was so to alter the fol- | 


lowing provision, ‘‘ retired and permanently fur- 
loughed officers shall, from the date of their 
retirement and furlough, be out of the Navy, and 
their place shail be supplied by regular promotion 
by seniority of rank,’’ as to make it read, “ per- 
manently furloughed officers shall, from the date 
of their furlough, be out of the Navy, and the 
place of retired and permanently furloughed flag 
officers, and other officers, shall be supplied by 
regular promotion by seniority of rank.”’ 


The next amendment was to add at the end of 


the third section the words: 

The Secretary of the Navy, with the approval of the 
President, shall also retire or drop from the service the 
ninesters, passed midshipmen, and midshipmen who, in his 


judgment, are not qualified to perform efficiently all their ‘ 


(uttes. 

The next was to insert, as a new section, after 
section three, the following: 

And be it further enacted, That officers on the retired 
list shall receive three fifths, and those on the permanent 
furiough list shall receive two fifths of the sea-service pay 
to which they were entitled when retired or furloughed, and 
that the pay of the masters authorized to be commissioned 
by the provisions of this act shall be the pay of sailing 
masters as established by the “ act to regulate the pay of 
the Navy of the United States,’ approved March 3, 1835. 

The next amendment was in the fifth section 
in the provision authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to select ten boys from the vessels of the 
Navy as midshipmen, to strike out * ten ’’ and 
insert ** not exceeding five;’’ and, also, to insert 
alter the word ‘* boys * the words * not over six- 
teen years of age.’ 

The next amendment was in the same section 
in the provision allowing the Secretary of the 
Navy to issue a certificate of good conduct to 
those reported from each ship as deserving it, to 


Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the first Monday in October is a little 
too soon for our meeting. I will suggest to the 
Senator from Illinois whether the first Monday in 
November will not be better. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think that would not equal- 
ize the sessions enough. We should hardly get 
through with our business by the summer holi- 
days. By meeting on the first Monday in Octo- 
ber, we should be able to get through with our 
business by the holidays, without increasing the 
time which is now taken up by the two sessions, 
A great deal would be gained by it; and I think 
we had better adopt the tume | have indicated; how- 
ever, | wish to submit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. In many of the States of this 
Union the month of October is a very busy 
month both with farmers and lawyers, who con- 
stitute a large proportion of the members of both 
Houses. It seems to me that it would be better 
to meet on the first Monday in November instead 
of the first Monday in October, and | propose an 
amendment to that effect. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I think, sir, there is prob- 
ably nota month in the year in which lawyers 
are not busy,and as to farmers, they are occupied 
in November as well as in October, The object 
of the bill, | suppose, is, as far as possible, to 
equalize the sessions of Congress—to make the 
long sessions shorter, and the shortsessions longer. 
I think that object would be better attained by the 
bill of the Senator from Illinois as it stands. I 
would prefer October to November. In that way 
you could gain two months, virtually, to the short 
session; and I suppose there is no other object 
for which the bill is intended. 

Mr. MASON. I should prefer very much the 
first Monday in November to the first Monday in 


insert after the word “ certificate,” ‘* provided the || October; but [ am utterly unprepared to meet at 


person to whom the same shall be issued, gall 
reénlist in the Navy within three months from the 
date thereof,’’ and to strike out a similar proviso 
in another place. 

The next amendment was in the seventh sec- 
tion, to strike out the words ‘* Order and Detail’’ 
wherever they occur, so that the bureau there pro- 
vided for shall be ** the Bureau of Equipment.” 

The next 
provision allowing traveling expenses to the judge- 
advocate of the Navy the words * as allowed to 


amendment was to insert after the |! 


officers of the Navy;” and to strike out the words | 


‘to be designated by them,”’ 


occurring in a sub- 
sequent part of the section. 


an earlier day than now fixed bylaw. I fear that 
the only effect of it would be to prolong the short 
session,without at all diminishing the duration of 
the long session. It is the theory of our Govern- 
ment—and the practice of it—that our labors here 
at Washington are not to interfere seriously with 
our private business. 

The compensation which is given to members 
of Congress, everybody knows, cannot be in- 
creased. I think it would be idle to attempt it. 
Everybody equally knows that what they now 
receive is nota remuneration for their services. 
Why, then, | respectfully ask, should we run any 
risk of prolonging the time of our services here? 


‘The next amendment was to strike out the pro- || Weall have our occupations, and we are all obliged 


viso— 


* Provided, That nothing herein shall preclude command 
ers of squadrons on foreign stations from ordering such 
courts,’ [courts of inquiry and courts- martial, ) ‘when, in 
their Opinion the exigencies of the public service may de 
mand if, under such rules and regulations as such judge 
advocate general, with the approbation of the Secretary of 
the Navy, may preseribe,”’ 


And to insert in lieu of it the following: 


Provided, That nothing herein shall preclude commanders 
of squadrons on foreign stations from ordering such courts 
as now authorized by law. 

These amendments to the amendment reported 
by the committee as a substitute were agreed to, 
and that amendment as amended was adopted. 


| 
i 
| 
} 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 


the &mendment was concurred in, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Lask thatthe question on the 


passage of the bill be not put at this moment. | 


There is an amendment which | wished to have 
incorporated in it. I am very sure it has been 
made, but still | desire to look at it; and [ wish 
the Senator from Florida to consent to allow the 


question on the passage of the bill to be postponed 
until to-morrow, 


the morning hour. 


Mr. MALLORY. Very well. 


So the further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF CONGRESS. 
The bill to appoint a day different from the first 


It can then be passed during | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to abandon them to a very great extent. Cer- 
tainly gentlemen who come here from a great dis- 
tance have to abandon them almost altogether. 
Now, we know thatthe experience of the Gov- 
| ernment is—and it may be a very proper experi- 
ence—that members of both Houses of Congress 
indulge themselves in most protracted debates, 
either upon matters relating to the public policy 
or upon matters which tend to diffuse information 
which the people probably could not well gather 
from other sources than from the public debates. 
The debates last here, and must continue to last, 
upon interesting topics, not for weeks only, but 
for months, and nothing drives us home at last 
at the long session, but an utter physical inability 
to continue here longer. 
1 fear, therefore, if we adopt an earlier day for 
| our meeting at the long session, we shall remain 
here just as long as we should if we met on the 
first Monday of December, and we know—the 
_ practice of both Houses of Congress proves it— 
that all the business of the session, if we mean by 
business the legislation, the actual voting—-is, 
either at the long or short session, crowded into 
the last two or three weeks. I donot think, there- 
fore, any practical good will result from meeting 
at an earlier day, and for one, | would be grati- 
fied if the Senator who has introduced this propo- 
sition would reconsider it, or the Senate reject it. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Virginia 
has evidently ove:looked another proposition, 
which is intended to be a part of this, and which 


| 


Monday in December for the annual meeting of | meets the objection which he presents, It is a 
Congress, was read a second time, and on motion || proposition which | submitted at the same time 
by Mr. Dovenas, the Senate, as in Committee of || that I introduced this bill—to fix the adjournment 


the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. | 
It proposes to enact that after the expiration of 
the present Congress, the annual meeting of Con- 





_ June 19, 


have the power to limit the term of Congress |, 
law. The day of adjournment is fixed at gy 
time during the session which is most conve 
toa majority. I ask the Senator how he 
limit the term, because the Houses of Congres 
may at any time, during the long session, pass ’ 
joint resolution fixing a day of adjournment? . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We have no power, [, 
satisfied, to limit the term of the session of a. 
gress, by law. I am inclined to think that the ob. 
jection which was taken by President Jackson . 

the bill which passed during his administration 
was valid—that we could not fix the time of ad 
journment by law; but we can fix it by a joint rule 
of the two Houses, subject to the disapproval of 
either House. If we adopt a joint rule fixing the 
time of adjournment on the first Monday in May 
we shall then come here with reference to adjourn. 
ing at that time. We shall arrange our business 
for that adjournment. 

The day will be fixed during the whole session 
unless there are special reasons at the end of the 
session for changing it; and it is not probable that 
it would be changed by a vote of either House 
unless some emergency arose at the time render. 
ing it absolutely necessary to prolong it. In such 
a case the power ought to exist. 

If there should be an emergency, some stern 
necessity arising just at theend of the long ses. 
sion of Congress, and requiring the prolongation 
of the session, of course it would be made longer 
in order to cover that necessity; but unless such 
an emergency did arise, it is evident that we 
should adjourn on the day fixed by the joint rule 
of the two Houses. 

Looking, therefore, at the two propositions 
together, it will amount to this: We shall meet 
on the first Monday in October, and the first ses- 
sion will adjourn on the first Monday in May, 
and the second session on the 4th of March, 
That would make the short session about five 
months long, and the long session about seven 
months, which would be less than we now have, 

My object is to shorten the session, and at the 
same time do the public business. I believe we 
can accomplish much more by this arrangement 
than we can do now by meeting three months at 
one session, and nine months at another session, 
and then we avoid the hot weather of thesummer 
months by it. I bring forward the proposition 
for the purpose of inviting the attention of the 
Senate to it. Whatever disposition is made of it 
of course will be acceptable to me. If another 
day than the first Monday of October suits the 
Senate better, 1 shall be entirely willing to ac- 
quiesce in it, although I think the first Monday 
in October will be the best time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the Senator from 
Illinois, what he supposes would be the effect of 
the joint rule, in relation to the time of adjourn- 
ment, in the event, at some future Congress, of 
one House passing a resolution changing the day 
of adjournment, and the other House not receiv- 
ing it? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Of course it would stand 
precisely then as if there were no joint rule of the 
two Houses to that effect. The two Houses must 
concur in such a case in another day of adjourn- 
ment, or, in the event of their disagreeing, the 
time must be determined by the President. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall vote for the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia, and then, if that 

succeeds, I shall vote against the bill. In addi- 
tion to the consideration that I am of opinion that 
as much public business is done at the short ses- 
sion as at the long session, the convenience of the 
State which I have the honor, in part, to repre- 
sent, is a matter which will control my vote on 
this question. We elect our Representatives upon 
the first Monday in November, in reference to the 
meeting of Congress as fixed by law at this time, 
and as it existed at the time of the adoption of our 
Constitution. : 

The effect of this law would be to deprive Mis- 
sissippi of her representation in the other branch 
of Congress entirely until some two months after 
the two Houses met. This would place her 1n 
such a condition that her Representatives would 
have no chance to be put upon the committees of 
the other House. It would be effectually disfran- 
chising her in the other branch of Congress, or 


Ment 
18 to 


of the long session of Congress by a joint rule, on | forcing her to change her constitution so as to 


the first Monday in May. 
Mr. MASON. I do not understand that we 


| bring on the election atan earlier day. Her people 
‘| have not thought proper to do so, and I should 
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not feel authorized to vote for bringing on the ses- || of Congress to transact all its business within a 


<jon of Congress @ month before the election of 
her members for that Congress. 3 

*“But | am convinced that, by meeting on the first 
Monday in October, no more business will be done 
- ¢ve months than is now donein three. Wedo 
no more in the nine months of the long session 
‘han we do in the three months of the short ses- 
won, If we should fix the time now to adjourn 
ta the middle of July, we should do as much, 
.ecording to my observation, as we should by 
citing to the first of September. Until the time 
of adjournment is fixed, somehow or other—no- 
,ly is disposed to delay, but we do nothing 
atil the last days of the session. 

{ do not think any practical effect would result 
to the country from the change proposed by the 
pill, but great inconvenience would result to the 
State which I have the honor in part to represent, 
as well as to other States. There are others in 
which their Representatives are not elected in time 
to meet on the first Monday in October. They 


bi 
u 


would, therefore, be required to change their con- , 


stitutions, or they would in effect be disfranchised 
inthe other branch of Congress for some time 
after its meeting. 

Mr. BAYARD. [f I supposed that this bill 
were calculated to equalize the sessions of Con- 
ervess and produce an earlier adjournment, I would 
cheerfully vote for it; but it seems to me it does 
not meet the source of the evil. By the bill you 
propose to extend the length of the short sessions, 
but it would never curtail your long sessions. 

As to the idea of the honorable Senator from 
Illinois to pass a joint rule providing that Con- 
vress shal] adjourn on the first Monday in May, 
at the long session, such a rule would be perfectly 
nugatory, if either House were to differ from it. 
| do not suppose that it would have any practical 
effect at all; but my objection to it would be that 
the Constitution evidently intends, and the char- 
acter of the business to be transacted implies it— 
that each Congress shall determine the time of ad- 
journment for itself. The'public business of each 
Congress may differ, and the subject is evidently 
left, in my mind, to each to determine for itself 
when it shall adjourn. I do not think it is prop- 
erly a subject for a joint rule by a preceding Con- 
gress at all. I object to it, therefore, on principle. 
- But [ do not think it would have any practical 
effect; because on the terms of any such rule, or of 
any law which should be passed, either House of 
Congress, without assigning any reason, could 
refuse to adjourn on the day fixed, and Congress 
then would not stand adjourned on that day. 
There isno power by which you could impose any 
obligatory terms upon them to stand adjourned, 
if either House chose to dissent from it. 

I do not think, therefore, that the object of 
equalizing the sessions would be accomplished by 
this bill. I believe, however, you may accom- 
plish that object. I believe you may reach the re- 
sultof diminishing the length of time during which 
Congress may continuein session. I believe you 
can do it in but one way, and that is by changing 
your perdiem compensation into an annual salary. 
_ Do that, and Congress will not sit beyond the 
first Monday in May. Do that, and all the public 
business will be transacted as well in three months 
as it would be in a session of five months, or asit 
is now done in your sessions of nine months and 
three months. You will have to do that before 
you reach this evil connected with the prolonging 
of the sessions of Congress. You may, by this 
bill,in this way, lengthen the short session, but 
you would find that in the long session, you 
would not adjourn by the middle of July, and it 
would gradually creep up as it has been in former 
times, until you would get into the first of Sep- 
tember, which has been the ordinary time of ad- 
journment for several sessions past. As long as 
the per diem compensation exists, which is the 
source of the evil, you will find that you cannot 
shorten the session of Congress, but there will be 
an eternal tendency to prolong it. 

There will be no difficulty about it if the per 
diem is changed into an annual compensation. 
lnterest—I speak of the masses, not of individ- 
uals—lies the other way; and the object will then 
be to transact the business and go home. There- 
fore, it being the interest of members of Congress 
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far less period of time than itdoes now. There 
are a great variety of ways in which the sessions 
of Congress might be shortened, if that rule were 
adopted as to the compensation of members, and 
it is the only way in which you can accomplish it. 

A much higher result which would be derived 
from that, independent altogether of shortening 
the sessions of Congress, would be that in order 
to shorten them, all the mass of private claims 
which are foolishly heard here—probably foolishly 
is a strong term, but certainly not properly inves- 
tigated here—would, by a general law, be placed 
before a proper tribunal by which justice would 
be done to all properly and speedily, and Con- 
gress would disburden itself of a class of business 
which it is incompetent to investigate and decide 
upon, 

You would accomplish, therefore, in my judg- 
ment, an immense benefit to the country, inde- 
pendent of shortening the sessions, for, in order to 
shorten them, a vast amount of cases which are 
kept up here, and which otherwise would not be 
kept up, would be transferred to another tribunal, 
where the public and the individual would be rep- 
resented, and where there would be notice and 
publicity in regard to the case, and something like 
evidence would be received. I think you can 
reach that result; | do not think you will reach it, 
by establishing such a tribunal, until you do abol- 
ish the per diem compensation. Unless that be 
done, I do not believe the result will be reached, 
but when it is done, | have no doubt that the effect 
will follow, because, in point of fact, the period 
of time which we occupy in matters really of pub- 
lic importance—I do not speak of private bills 
merely—is but little indeed. 

My own belief is that Congress would transact 
all its business in three months in each year under 
the system of annual compensation to its mem- 
bers; and it would get rid of a vast mass of busi- 
ness which is not proper to it; and what is proper 
to it would be done far better than itis now done. 
It is true we might not have the same lenghty 
speeches made that are now made; it is true that 
we might not have a political excitement in every 
Congress—but I think the general interests of the 
country would be subserved by that course of ac- 
tion. I hope that at some day, at all events, 
Congress will adopt the principle of annual com- 
pensation. [I am very sure, in reference to the 
particular matter now before you, the sessions 
will never be shortened until that principle is 
adopted. 

Mr. FOOT. I hope the Senator from Illinois 
will consent to the postponement ~* this question 
until to-morrow, in order that the Senate may now 

| proceed to the consideration of the special order, 
which is the bill returned to the Senate by the 
President of the United States, with his objec- 
| tions, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [Ifit is the desire to go on 
with the special order, | have no objection to letting 
this go over until to-morrow. 

The further consideration of the bill was ac- 
cordingly postponed until to-morrow. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 

The Senate resumed the reconsideration of the 
bill making a grant of public lands to the several! 
States of the Union for the benefit of the indigent 
insane persons which had been returned by the 
President of the United States with his objections: 

Mr. SEWARD addressed the Senate for more 
than an hour in support of the bill, and in reply 
to the objections made thereto by the Presidents 
His speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to address the Senate on 


| this subject. 


| Mr. SEBASTIAN. 


If the honorable Senator 
from Alabama will give way, I will move to 
postpone the further consideration of this subject, 


| with a view to an Executive session. 


| Mr. CLAY. 


I am willing to accommodate 
| myself to the pleasure of the Senate. 

r. SEBASTIAN. ThenlI move to postpone 
| the farther consideration of the subject before the 


| Senate until to-morrow. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


ISSUE OF A REGISTER. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator from Ar- 


to do that, oeeneng all reasonable inferences || kansas will defer his motion for an Executive ses- 


of human action, 


ey,, will necessarily do the || sion, I should like to make a report from the 


business sooner. Ihave no doubt of the capacity || Committee on Commerce. That committee have 


| books, printing, and stationery. 


1439 


instructed me, upon the petition of Charles Par- 
sons, to report a bill ‘* to authorize the issuing of 
a register to the brig Amelia by the name of Abby 


Frances;’’ and | wish to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to put the bill on its passage 
now. | will say. in a word, that this is a foreign 
vessel on which it is proposed to add repairs 
equivalent to three fourths of the valuation of the 
vessel. The general law provides for issuing an 
American register under those circumstances 
where a vessel has been wrecked. This case does 
not come within the letter, though it does come 
within the spirit of the law. The vessel is a for- 
eign vessel, requiring repairs to the extent of three 
fourths its value, although it has not been wrecked. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was read a first 
and second time and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to authorize a register 
to be issued, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Navy, for the Russian-built brig named, if 
it shall be proved to his satisfaction that the cost 
of repairs made in the United States since its pur- 
chase, is equal to three fourths of the value of the 
vessel at the time of the repairs. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


COMPENSATION OF PENSION AGENTS. 


Mr. BELL. I hope the Senate wil! allow me— 
I am sure my friend from Arkansas will not object 
to tt—to call up the bill which has been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, “ making 
provision to compensate agents for paying pen- 
sions, and prescribing the time and manner of 
settling their accounts.”’ It is to compensate a 
class of pension agents who served the public for 
a long time without any remuneration whatever. 
I am sure there is no Senator who has heard of 
the subject, that is not fully convinced this is an 
act of justice. I hope the bill will be taken up 
and passed now. I move that the Senate proceed 
to its consideration, 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


| read a second time, and considered as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole. 

It authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
make suitable compensation to egents for paying 
pensions, (in no case exceeding three per centum 
on the amount of moneys annually disbursed by 
each agent,) to be paid out of the fund appropriated 
for the payment of revolutionary pensioners. This 
compensation is to be in full for all services and 
contingent expenses of the agency, except for 
The amount al- 
lowed to any one agent is not to exceed $1,500 a 
year. Each agent is to state his account quarterly 
and transmit it to the proper accounting officer of 


| the Treasury for settlement,{and a duplicate to the 


Commissiover of Pensions. He is also to trans- 
mit semi-annually to the Commissioner the names 
of all pensioners on the lists in his agency at the 
commencement of each half year, to whom he is 
liable to make payments, the names of such pen- 
sioners as have been inscribed on the lists, or 
transferred to his agency during that time, and the 
names of those he has paid, those who have died, 
those whose pensions have terminated, those who 
have not demanded their pensions for fourteen 
months, those who have been transferred to other 
agencies, and the names of the female pensioners 
who have married. 

The Secretary of the Interior is to regulate the 
remittances of funds to the agents for the pay- 
ment of pensioners, in such manner and at such 
times as to prevent any accumulation of balances 
in their hands. 

It further provides that the provisions made by 
the bill for the compensation of pension agents 
shall be extended to those persons who served as 
pension agents prior to February 20, 1847, and 
subsequent to April 20, 1836, when no compensa- 


| tion was provided by law for such services. 


Mr. HUNTER. I would ask the chairman of 
the committee that reported this bill, whether there 
is really any necessity for it? whether there is not 
an existing provision of law for the compensation 
of pension agents? 

Mr. SHIELDS. There is a system of pay- 
ment now in operation. This bill regulates that 
system according to the recommendations of the 
Department; and it also provides for payment to 


| those pension agents who performed the duties for 


a number of years without any compensation, 





Oe 


The bill itself states distinctly on its face what is | 


to be its operation 

Mr. TOOMBS I hope this bill will not be 
passed. | take it that the provision in the last 
section of the bill will allow compensation for 
alleged services rendered twenty yearsago. Often- 
times, | know, officers of banks tn different States 
took upon themselves the duty of paying these 
pensions for the purpose of getting the deposits in 
their banks of the money for that purpose. They 
took the office without compensation, with ‘that 
understanding for their own advantage. Now, it 
is proposed to go back and pay people who ren- 
dered service in that way twenty or twenty-five 
years ago. It does seem to me that it is one of 


the most unreasonable and unnecessary wastes of 


the public money which could possibly be con- 
ceived of. The fourth section of the bill, if I un- 
derstand it, provides for payment to all persons 
who served as pension agents before 1847, and 
who were not compensated. If that be the pro- 
vision, we may have to go back forty years per- 
haps, and we may have accounts rendered under 
that provision to the extent of how many millions 
we can have no knowledge. 

Mr. HIUNTER. I hope the bill will be laid 
over, 80 that we ean look into it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. There is a report accompany- 
ing the bill which explains the whole matter. | 
do not take any particular interest in it, but I hope 
the bill will be passed. . 

Mr. BELL. The interest which I feel in it is, 
that there is a very worthy gentleman, who was a 
faithful officer of the Government, and acted in 
this capacity for a number of years without any 
compensation. He is not, and never was a poll- 
tical friend of mine; but | should like to see him 
paid for his services. If the Senator from Georgia 
will look at the bill, he will find that the provision 
about which [| feel most concern, goes back only 
to 1436. Ido not distinctly perceive whether it 
includes the deposit banks or officers of those 
banks who assumed the duties of paying pension- 
ers in place of the old United States Bank. Its 
benefits are intended for a class of agents who 
were appointed in different parts of the country, 
especially where there were no deposit banks, 
when the United States Bank went down, and the 
pension moneys were withdrawn from that insti- 
tution. Those men actually served for a number 
of years without the slightest compensation what- 
ever. I always attributed it to the difficulty which 
the party then in power felt in making compensa- 
tion to these agents, because it had been alleged 
and argued in favor of sustaining the United 
States Bank, that that institution acted as the agent 
of the Government in every quarter of the coun- 
try, without any extra compensation, and they 
did not wish to create any feeling in favor of that 
institution. : 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
bill covers banks as well as individuals. 

Mr. BELL. If it be proposed to pay the de- 
posit banks subsequent to 1836 for disbursing 
these moneys, from the use of which they derived 
large profits, | should wish to have that portion 
of the bill stricken out, because they were amply 
compensated for any duties of that description by 


the advantage which they received from the Gov- , 


ernment deposits. But in Nashville, where there 
was a deposit bank, | know that bank did not 
act as pension agent, but there was a distinct 
agent, to my recollection, from that time forward, 
and he continued to labor on without compensa- 
tion under the assurance which he received from 
time to time, that by-and-by the Government 
would see that he was paid. He wasa very faith- 
ful man—my colleague knows him very well— 
Mr. Joel L. Smith. As I have already stated, | 
considered that the point of difficulty with the 
then Administration in not coming forward and 
proposing to give compensation to these agents, 
was that it had been an argument in favor of up- 
holding the old United States Bank, that there was 
a Vagtamount of service rendered to the Govern- 
ment in the disbursement. of the public moneys, 
and the peyment of pensions in every portion of 
the Union, without any extra compensation from 
the Government—that they did it merely in virtue 
of being the depositaries under the United States 
Bank law of the public moneys, and considered 


the circumstance of holding the public moneys in | 


their vaults, as sufficient compensation for the 
services of the clerks, and officers employed by 


‘private bankers and incorporated banks. 


The Senator will find that this | 


aaa. 


them for the Government business. Now, sir, 
what can be more equitable and just, than to g° 
to 1836, and make compensation to the agents who 
were employed to pay pensions after the United 
States Bank wentdown. Ido not care for paying 
any of the banks. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The report gives the law and 
the whole facts of the case. From the report, it 
appears that on the 20th of April, 1836, Congress 
repealed the law which authorized the Bank of 
the United States to pay pensions, and at the 
same time enacted that all such payments should 
thereafter be made by such persons or corpora- 
tions as the Secretary of War might direct, and 
that no compensation or allowance should be 
made for such service. Soon after the passage of 
this act, the report says, many of the pension 
agents tendered their resignations, but were in- 
duced to withdraw them on the assurance that 
Congress would speedily compensate them for 
their services. Numerous efforts were made from 
time to time to fix their compensation, but nothing 
was done in the matter until February 20, 1847, 
and then a general law was passed, and they have 


received compensation according to its terms ever | 


since. There is, therefore, but a short period to 
which the provisions of the last section of the bill 
will apply. But after all, the Senator from 
Georgia is correct in one particular, and I think it 
would be better to insert a provision that that 
section should not apply to banks. It was not 
intended to include them; but in order to avoid 
all difficulty, it would, perhaps, be as well to 
insert an amendment of this nature: 


Provided, That no compensation shal] be allowed where 
banks acted as such agents. 


Mr. HUNTER. I wish tosuggest to the Sena- 


tor from Tennessee and the Senator from Illinois, || 


that they had better give us a little time to exam- 
ine this subject. The amendment suggested b 

the Senator from Illinois will not reach the evil, 
because in old times there was a technical dis- 
crimination taken in the departments between 
The 
amendment of the Senator would reach incorpo- 


rated banks but would still leave private bankers, | 


who had all the benefit of the deposits, to charge 
a commission. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
bank was made an agent, and not the bank itself. 

Mr. BELL. If the bill be postponed, will the 
Senator from Virginia agree to take it up on some 
morning? 

Mr. HUNTER. I only ask a day or two to 
look into it, and when I have examined it, [ shall 
be willing to take it up and dispose of it. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope the Senate will 
dispose of this bill now. It strikes me as being 


| eminently just and proper to be passed; but in 


order to obviate the objection raised by gentlemen, 
as respects the compensation to be allowed to the 
banks who acted as agents, I will move this 
amendment: 


Provided, That no payment be allowed, under the pro- 
visions of this act, to any bank or bank officer, agént; or 
attorney. 


Mr. HUNTER. That would not reach the 
case, which I suggested, of an unincorporated bank 
or a private banker. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Then I will agree to 
add to my amendment the words of the honor- 
able Senator: ‘‘ unincorporated bank or private 
banker.”’ I will take it as a favor, if the Senate 
will pass the bill now. 

Mr. HUNTER. | asked to have the bill post- 
poned, but now I move that it lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL. Would it not be better to post- 
pone it? 

Mr. STUART. If it be ordered to lie on the 
table, it can be taken up at any time. 

Mr. BELL. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 

URBAN STOLL. 

The bill for the relief of Urban Stoll was read a 
second time, and, on motion by Mr. HAMLIN, 
the Senate proceeded to consider it as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte 
rior to pay to Stoll, now a pensioner of the United 
States, a sum equal to seventy-two dollars per 
annum, from July 4, 1845, to the time when his 
present pension was allowed. 


Stoll, who was a soldier of the regular Anni f 
e 


and served faithfully and with distinction in t 


Frequently an officer of the | 
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Florida war, and was disabled by a serious wound 
in the thigh, in the battle of Whitlacooche in 
July, 1845, made application to the Pension Office 
for an invalid pension, and forwarded to the off, 
certificates of Eaptain Drane and Surgeon Abadie 
showing his services and disability. Hearing 
nothing from his application, he went in perso, 
to the office, and was informed that no such papers 


| as those he had forwarded could be found, ang 


that it would be necessary for him to send dupli. 
cates, and make a new application. Owing to the 
| distant service and circumstances of his forme; 
officers, he was not able to obtain duplicates ynti} 
within this year, when, upon a reéxamination of 
his case by a medical board, he was placed on the 
penaioe rolls, at the rate of six dollars per month 
1e claims that he was deprived of his pension, to 
which the late action of the Pension Bureau proves 
he was entitled, by the carelessness of the clerk; 
or employees of the office, in 1845, and from tha 
year to the presenttime. The fact of his papers 
having then been duly forwarded in 1845, jg 
proved by affidavit of John Hammond, accompa. 
nying the papers, and that upon those papers, jf 
properly examined, he would have been allowed 
a pension, is proved by the recent action of the 
Pension Office. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
_ the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clinton county, In- 

diana, was read a firstand second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The House bill, to authorize the President to 
| cause to be surveyed the tract of land in the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, belonging to the half breeds, 
or mixed bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nation 
of Indians, and for other purposes, was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The following House bills were read twice by 
their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands: 

Bill to establish the offices of surveyor general 
| of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to grant 
| donations to actual] settlers therein, and for other 
| purposes; 

Bill to extend the right of preémption over un- 
| surveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other pur- 
| poses; and 
| Bill to amend the act approved September 2i, 

1850, to create the office of surveyor general of 
the public lands in Oregon, &c.; and, also, the act 
amendatory thereof, approved February 19, 1853. 

The following House bills were read twice by 
their titles, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs: 

Bill to provide for the continuation of a military 
road from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburgh, in Ore- 
gon; 

Bill to authorize the Secretary of War to settle 
and adjust the expenses of the Rogue River Indian 
war; 

Bill to provide for the construction of a military 
road in the Territory of Utah; 

Bill to refund to the Territory of Utah the ex- 
penses incurred by said Territory in suppressing 

ndian hostilities; and 

Bill for the payment of the civil officers em- 
ployed in the Territory of New Mexico while 
under military government. 

The House bill to increase the salaries of the 
_ Executive and judiciary officers in Oregon, New 

Mexico, Utah, Washington, and Minnesota, and 
House bill making appropriations to defray the 
expenses of the Cayuse war, were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors wert 
_ reoponed, and 
he Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, June 19, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayet 
by Rev. Witttam H. Mirevrn. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
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